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Introduction

In the last century, few articles focusing on the Mantodea fauna 
of Nepal have been published. One work investigated the beha-
viour of Mantis religiosa Anonymous (1907) and three faunistic 
studies were conducted by Chopard & Dreux (1966), Ingrisch 
(1987) and Koblik et al. (2000) in which three, five and seven 
species of Mantodea, respectively, are listed for Nepal. 
Lombardo (1993) published a study about the Mantodea fauna 
of Nepal and listed 20 species. 17 were already known, and 
three were new to Nepal. The following three further species 
were described as new to science: Acromantis elegans, Me-
mantis anomala und Sceptuchus baehri.
Since Nepal borders in the west, south and east the following 
five indian states, Uttarakhand (Das 2012), Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, West Bengal and Sikkim, it was essential to take into 
account publications dealing with the Mantodea fauna of India, 
in which species from Nepal are sometimes cited (Ehrmann 
2002, 2005, Ghate 2002, 2012, Mukherjee 1995, 2014, Su-
reshan 2004, 2006, 2010).
During the past 20 years, general collecting activity in Nepal, 
even if not targeted on praying mantids, has increased and has 
led to a growing number of Mantodea deposited in museum 
and private collections. The increasing number of specimens, 
whether mentioned in the literature or deposited in collections, 
encouraged the authors to build an updated checklist of these 
charismatic insects.

Material and Method

In order to have access to the relevant characters for deter-
mination, 73 out of the 166 museum specimens investigated 
were softened and re-prepared.
Photographs of specimens were taken by Reinhard Ehrmann, 

with a Canon PowerShot A630 digital camera and processed 
using Adobe Photoshop 8.0.1. 
The authors followed the classification of Ehrmann & Roy (in 
Ehrmann 2002) and Roy (2014). The genera and species are 
cited in alphabetical order.

Material examined is deposit in the following collections:

ANSP 	 Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, U.S.A.

BMNH 	 British Museum Natural History, London, United 
Kingdom

DBUC 	 Dipartimento di Biologia Animale, Università 
die Catania, Catania, Sicily, Italy

IEAS 	 Institute of Entomology, Academia Sinica, 
Shanghai, China

IFRI 	 Indian Forest Research Institute, Dehra Dun, 
Uttar Pradesh, India

LSUK 	 Linnean Society, United Kingdom, London
MCZMI 	 Modern College Zoological Museum India, In-

dia: Prov. Maharashtra, Pune
MHNG	 Museum d’Histoire Naturelle, Geneva, Switzerland
MIZ 	 Museum of the Institute of Zoology, Polish Aca-

demy of Science Warszawa, Poland
MIZT 	 Museo, Instituto di Zoologia Sistematica, Uni-

versita di Torino, Italy
MNHN 	 Museum National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris, 

France
MNMS	 Museo Nacional de Ciencias Naturales Madrid, 

Spain
MSNG 	 Museo di Storia Naturale Genova “Giacomo 

Doria”, Genova, Italy
MZBS 	 Museo Zoologica Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain

Mantodea (Insecta) of Nepal: an annotated checklist

Reinhard Ehrmann, Karlsruhe & Matthias Borer, Basel

Zusammenfassung

Basierend auf umfangreichen Literatur-Recherchen, sowie der Bearbeitung von 13 Museumssammlungen können für Nepal 49 Mantodea-Arten nach-
gewiesen werden. Die Gattung Rhombomantis gen. nov. wird neu beschrieben. Folgende Gattung und sechs Arten werden synonymisiert respektive neu 
kombiniert: Parahestiasula Lombardo, 1995 syn. nov. von Ephestiasula Giglio-Tos, 1915; Rhombomantis butleri (Wood-Mason, 1878) comb. nov. von 
Rhombodera butleri Wood-Mason, 1878; Rhombomantis fusca (Lombardo, 1992) comb. nov. von Rhombodera fusca Lombardo, 1992; Rhombomantis wo-
odmasoni (Werner, 1931) comb. nov. von Rhombodera woodmasoni Werner, 1931; Ephestiasula obscura (Lombardo, 1995) comb. nov. von Parahestiasula 
obscura Lombardo, 1995; Mantis religiosa akbari Soomro et al., 2001 syn. nov. von Mantis religiosa inornata Werner, 1930; Hierodula brachynota Wang 
& Dong, 1993 syn. nov. von Rhombomantis fusca (Lombardo, 1992). Für acht Arten gibt es keinen gesicherten Nachweis. Eine aktuelle und kommentierte 
Checkliste der in Nepal nachgewiesenen Arten wird erstellt. Die 49 der in Nepal vorkommenden Arten werden in alphabetischer Reihenfolge abgebildet. 

Summary

Based on substantial literature research and examination of 13 museum collections, 49 species of Mantodea can be listed for Nepal. The genus Rhombo-
mantis, gen. nov. is described for the first time. The following genus and six species are synonymized or newly combined: Parahestiasula Lombardo, 
1995 syn. nov. of Ephestiasula Giglio-Tos, 1915; Rhombomantis butleri (Wood-Mason, 1878) comb. nov. from Rhombodera butleri Wood-Mason, 1878; 
Rhombomantis fusca (Lombardo, 1992) comb. nov. from Rhombodera fusca Lombardo, 1992; Rhombomantis woodmasoni (Werner, 1931) comb. nov. 
from Rhombodera woodmasoni Werner, 1931; Ephestiasula obscura (Lombardo, 1995) comb. nov. from Parahestiasula obscura Lombardo, 1995; Mantis 
religiosa akbari Soomro et al., 2001 syn. nov. of Mantis religiosa inornata Werner, 1930; Hierodula brachynota Wang & Dong, 1993 syn. nov. of Rhom-
bomantis fusca (Lombardo, 1992). The presence of eight species mentioned in the literature for Nepal is not confirmed. An updated and annotated checklist 
of Mantodea from Nepal is provided. Out of 49 species present in Nepal, 48 are illustrated in alphabetical order. 
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NMB 	 Naturhistorisches Museum Basel, Switzerland 
NME 	 Naturkundemuseum Erfurt, Germany
NHMW 	 Naturhistorisches Museum, Wien, Austria
NHRS 	 Naturhistoriska Riksmuseet, Stockholm, Sweden
NZSI 	 National Zoological Collection, Zoological Sur-

vey of India, Kolkata (Calcutta), India
OUMNH	 Oxford University Museum of Natural History, 

London, United Kingdom
RMNH 	 Nationaal Natuurhistorisch Museum, Leiden, 

Netherlands
SDEI 	 Senckenberg Deutsches Entomologisches Insti-

tut, Müncheberg, Germany 
SMNK 	 Staatliches Museum für Naturkunde, Karlsruhe, 

Germany 
SMNS 	 Staatliches Museum für Naturkunde, Stuttgart, 

Germany 
USINDH	 Department of Zoology, University of Sindh, 

Jamshoro, Pakistan
UZIU 	 Zoological Museum, Uppsala University, Sweden
ZIN 	 Zoological Institute, Academy of Sciences, St. 

Petersburg, Russia
ZMHB 	 Museum für Naturkunde Berlin, Germany 
ZMUC 	 Zoological Museum and University, Copenha-

gen, Denmark
ZMUH 	 Zoologisches Institut und Zoologisches Museum 

der Universität, Hamburg, Germany
ZSM 	 Zoologische Staatssammlung, München, 

Germany

Results 

This checklist includes all Mantodea species known to date 
from Nepal. They belong to 8 families, 15 subfamilies, 13 
tribes, 28 genera and 49 species. The following four species 
are endemic to Nepal: Acromantis elegans Lombardo, 1993; 
Acromantis grandis Beier, 1930; Parahestiasula obscura Lom-
bardo, 1995 and Sceptuchus baehri Lombardo, 1993.
The authors found no evidence for the occurrence of the following 
eight species, cited in literature as supposedly occurring in Ne-
pal: Acromantis insularis Giglio-Tos, 1915; Amantis fuliginosa 
(Werner, 1931); Bolivaria xanthoptera (Olivier, 1792), Dysau-
les himalayanus (Wood-Mason, 1889), Euthyphleps rectivenis 
(Wood-Mason, 1889), Mesopteryx alata Saussure, 1870, Nemotha 
mirabilis Beier, 1933 and Ormomantis indica (Giglio-Tos, 1915).
The Mantodea examined were collected between 115 m a.s.l. 
(Hierodula unimaculata) and 2000 m a.s.l. (Tenodera aridifolia).

Annotated checklist

Acromantis Saussure, 1870
Acromantis Saussure, 1870: 229.

Type generis: Mantis oligoneura De Haan, 1842: 90-91, pl. 
18, fig. 6 (male and female) (Indonesien).

Acromantis elegans Lombardo, 1993 
Acromantis elegans Lombardo, 1993: 202-203, fig. 10a-10c. 
=	 Acromantis elegans. In: Ehrmann 2002: 52 (male and female) (Nepal).
=	 Acromantis elegans. In: Otte & Spearman 2005: 67 (male and female) (Nepal).

Size: Medium-sized (body length in mm: male unknown, fe-
male unknown).
Type material: Holotype male, Nepal: Prov. Chisipani Gar-
hi Bhainse Dobhan 730 m, leg. W.Dierl & W.Schacht, 16.-20.
VII.1967, not found in ZSM, in DBUC ?, Paratype female, Nepal: 
Rapti Tal, Monahari Khola, Belwa 350 m, leg. W.Dierl, W.Forster 
& W.Schacht, 10.V.1967, not found in ZSM, in DBUC ?. 
Distribution: Nepal.

Acromantis grandis Beier, 1930 Fig. 1
Acromantis grandis Beier, 1930: 454-455 (female).
=	 Acromantis grandis. In: Beier 1934: 13 (Tonkin = Vietnam).
=	 Acromantis grandis. In: Marshall 1975: 316 (type catalog, Holotype 

female, [Vietnam (north)] Tonkin, Than-Moi, VI.-VII.- (H. Fruhstorfer).
=	 Acromantis grandis. In: Lombardo 1993: 203.
=	 Acromantis grandis. In: Ehrmann 2002: 53 (female) (Nepal, Vietnam).
=	 Acromantis grandis. In: Otte & Spearman 2005: 67 (female) (Tonkin = 

Vietnam).

Size: Medium-sized (body length in mm: male 28, female 41).
Type material: Holotype female, [Vietnam-N] Tonkin, Than-
Moi, VI.-VII. (Fruhstorfer), BMNH.
Records: ZSM: Nepal: Jubing 1600 m, leg. W.Dierl, 03.-
13.V.1964, det. Max Beier (male).
Distribution: Nepal.

Amantis Giglio-Tos, 1915
Amantis Giglio-Tos, 1915c: 151.
=	 Cimantis Giglio-Tos, 1915c: 154.
=	 Amantis. In: Giglio-Tos 1919: 59.
=	 Cimantis. In: Giglio-Tos 1919: 59.
=	 Cimantis. In: Beier 1935: 28 (as a new synonym).
=	 Shirakia Beier, 1935: 47 (type Gonypeta maculata Shiraki, 1911: 318, fig. 

pl. 12, fig. 6, 6a) (Japan, Formosa).
=	 Shirakia. In: Ehrmann 2002: 56 (as a synonym).
=	 Shirakia. In: Otte & Spearman 2005: 143 (maculata as synonymous) (Japan).

Type generis: Mantis (Oxypilus) reticulata De Haan, 1842: 87 
(#9), pl. 17, fig. 9 (male) (Java).

Amantis bolivarii Giglio-Tos, 1915 Fig. 2, 3
Amantis bolivarii Giglio-Tos, 1915c: 153.
=	 Iridopteryx reticulata Brunner de Wattenwyl, 1893: 65 (female) (Myanmar) 

(depository unknown).
=	 Amantis bolivarii. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 171 (male and female) (Himalaya, 

Myanmar).
=	 Amantis bolivarii. In: Beier 1935: 28 (Himalaya, Myanmar).
=	 Amantis bolivarii. In: Mukherjee, Hazra & Ghosh 1995: 265 (male and 

female), figs. 80-82 (female), (India, Myanmar).
=	 Amantis bolivarii. In: Ehrmann 2002: 56 (male and female) (India, Myan-

mar, Nepal).
=	 Amantis bolivari. In: Otte & Spearman 2005: 141 (male and female) 

(Myanmar, Nepal).
=	 Amantis bolivarii. In: Ghate, Jadhav, Sureshan & Sharma 2012: 17 (male 

and female) (India, Myanmar, Nepal).
=	 Amantis bolivarii. In: Mukherjee, Ehrmann & Chatterjee 2014: 24 (male 

and female) (Myanmar, Nepal).

Size: Small (body length in mm: male 17, female 19).
Type material: Holotype male, Kurseong in Himalaya, 
NHMW, Paratype female, Myanmar-SW: Tenasserim, MSNG. 
Distribution: India, Myanmar, Nepal.
Records: SMNK: Nepal: Bhaktapur, 27.40N-85.25E, im Kath-
mandu Tal, 13 km SE Kathmandu, leg. U.Sellenschlo, XI.1986 
(male #05720); Nepal: Prov. Koshi, 26.49.41N-87.09.19E, Tas-
higaon bis Sedua, 1600-2100 m, leg. J.Weipert, 12.X.2002 (fe-
male #11908) (ex coll. NME).
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Remarks: Locus typicus: Kurseong [Kurseong, city centre 
(26°52′55.96″N - 88°16′43.86″E)] is a city at 1500 m.a.s.l. in 
the district of Darjeeling in the Indian state of West Bengal, at 
the southeastern foothills of the Himalayas. Kurseong is situ-
ated about 32 km in the south of the city centre of Darjeeling 
and only 12 km in the east of the boarder to Nepal.

Ambivia Stål, 1877
Ambivia Stål, 1877: 88.

Type generis: Mantis undata Fabricius, 1793: 19 (#28) (sex 
?) (India).

Ambivia undata (Fabricius, 1793) Fig. 4
Mantis undata Fabricius, 1793: 19 (#28) (sex ?) (India). 
=	 Popa undata (Fabricius, 1793). In: Rehn 1903: 718.
=	 Popa undata. In: Werner 1908: 123-124.
=	 Popa undata. In: Rehn 1911: 25-26.
=	 Ambivia undata (Fabricius, 1793). In: Ehrmann 2002: 58, fig. 386 (male).
=	 Ambivia popa Stål, 1877: 88.
=	 Ambivia popa. In: Westwood 1889: 22, 26, pl. 11, fig. 6f.
=	 Ambivia popa. In: Giglio-Tos 1914a: 86.
=	 Ambivia popa. In: Giglio-Tos 1915a: 8.
=	 Ambivia popa. In: Werner 1922a: 125.
=	 Ambivia popa. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 529-530.
=	 Ambivia popa. In: Uvarov 1927: 90.
=	 Ambivia popa. In: Rehn 1927: 51-52.
=	 Ambivia popa. In: Sjöstedt 1930: 13.
=	 Ambivia popa. In: Werner 1933: 901.
=	 Ambivia popa. In: Beier 1956: 40.
=	 Ambivia popa. In: Mukherjee & Hazra 1983: 464.
=	 Ambivia popa. In: Lombardo 1993: 204.
=	 Ambivia popa. In: Mukherjee & Hazra 1993: 497, 500, 506, fig. 2a-2c.
=	 Ambivia popa. In: Lombardo 1995: 258-260 (n. comb.).
=	 Ambivia popa. In: Mukherjee, Hazra & Ghosh 1995: 212-213, fig. 17-19.
=	 Ambivia popa. In: Otte & Spearman 2005: 300.
=	 Ambivia parapopa Wang, 1993: 36-37, fig. 15, 17, 38 (synonymized in 

Mukherjee et al. 2014: 4, 13).
=	 Ambivia parapopa. In: Ehrmann 2002: 58.
=	 Ambivia parapopa. In: Otte & Spearman 2005: 300.

Size: Medium-sized (body length in mm: male 40, female 44).
Type material: Type sex ?, India-E: Kolkata, NHRS; 
Synonym: A. parapopa: Holotype female, China-SW: Prov. 
Yunnan, Menglun 650 m, IEAS. 
Distribution: Borneo, India, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Ne-
pal, Sri Lanka, Sumatra, Thailand, Vietnam.
Records: NME: Nepal: P: Gandaki, D: Lamjung, Besisahar, 
28°14’13’’N-84°22’20’’E, 825 m NN, (#33), leg. M.Hartmann, 
29.V.2013 (male); SMNK: Nepal: Bathāla, 28.02N-84.04E, 
1550 m, leg. G.Lebisch & H.Probst, 07.-29.VI.1988, (male 
#00332); Nepal: Yangbel, 27.32N-85.42E, 1350 m, leg. 
G.Lebisch & H.Probst, 07.-29.VI.1988, (female #00333); 
ZSM: Nepal: Rapti Tal, Monahari, Belwa 350 m, leg. W.Dierl, 
W.Forster & W.Schacht, 07.V.1967 (4 males and 4 females).

Amorphoscelis Stål, 1871
Amorphoscelis Stål, 1871: 401.

Type generis: Amorphoscelis annulicornis Stål, 1871: 401 
(#50) (male) (India orientalis).

Amorphoscelis annulicornis Stål, 1871 Fig. 5
Amorphoscelis annulicornis Stål, 1871: 401 (#50) (male) (India orientalis). 
=	 Amorphoscelis annulicornis. In: Roy 1966: 269, fig. 1. 

=	 Amorphoscelis annulicornis. In: Roy 2010: 66-69, 91. 
=	 Amorphoscelis indica Giglio-Tos, 1915b: 33-34 (male) (India).
=	 Amorphoscelis keiseri Beier, 1956: 33-34 (male) (Sri Lanka).

Size: Small (body length in mm: male 18, female 18).
Type material: Holotype male, India, BMNH, Paratype male, 
India orientalis, NHRS; 
Synonym: A. indica: Holotype male, India: Ratnagiri, BMNH 
(synonymized by Roy 1966: 269); 
Synonym: A. keiseri: Holotype male, Sri Lanka: Anuradha-
pura, NMB (synonymized by Roy 1966: 269).
Distribution: India-NE, Malaysia, Melaka, Nepal, Sri Lanka.
Records: DBUC ?: Nepal: Rapti Tal, Monahari Khola, Bel-
wa 350 m, leg. W.Dierl, W.Forster & W.Schacht, 06.V.1967 
(male); ZSM: Nepal: Rapti Tal, Monahari Khola, Belwa 350 
m, leg. W.Dierl, W.Forster & W.Schacht, 06.V.1967 (male). 

Bolivaria Stål, 1877
Bolivaria Stål, 1877: 33-34, 35.

Type generis: Mantis brachyptera Pallas, 1773: 728 (male) 
(Middle East: Iaikum).

Bolivaria xanthoptera (Olivier, 1792) Fig. 6
Mantis xanthoptera Olivier, 1792: 637 (#61) (female) (India).
=	 Iris (Fischeria) xanthoptera (Olivier, 1792). In: Saussure 1871a: 115.
=	 Deiphobe xanthoptera. In: Westwood 1889: 8.
=	 Sphendale xanthoptera. In: Kirby 1904a: 85-86.
=	 Sphendale xanthoptera. In: Kirby 1904b: 269.
=	 Bolivaria xanthoptera. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 482-483.
=	 Bolivaria xanthoptera. In: Lindt 1953: 273-280, fig. 7, 8a, 8b, (female) 

(Tajikistan).
=	 Bolivaria xanthoptera. In: Chopard & Dreux 1966: 603 (Yangbothang, 

2000 m) (3 joung females).
=	 Mantis ochroptera Lichtenstein, 1802: 29-30 (depository unknown).
=	 Mantis nympha Stoll, 1813: 19, pl. 6, fig. 22 (female) (depository unknown).
=	 Iris (Fischeria) moseri Saussure, 1871a: 114-115 (synonymized by Gig

lio-Tos 1917: 153).
=	 Fischeria moseri. In: Saussure-Fedtschenko 1874: 18-19 (female).
=	 Bolivaria moseri. In: Jacobson & Bianchi 1905: 152.
=	 Bolivaria moseri. In: Kirby 1904b: 269.
=	 Bolivaria moseri. In: Adelung 1907: 40-42 (male).

Size: Medium-sized (body length in mm: male 54-56, female 
58-62).
Type material: Holotype female, India-SE: Prov.Tamil Nadu: 
Negapatnam (=Nagapattinam) (=Negapatam), depository 
unknown; 
Synonym: I. (F.) moseri: Type female, Turkestan, depository 
unknown. 
Distribution: Afghanistan, India, Iran, Nepal, Tajikistan, Turkistan. 

Creobroter Audinet-Serville, 1839
Harpax (Creobroter) Audinet-Serville, 1839: 160-161.
=	 Creobotra Saussure, 1869: 59.
=	 Creobotra Saussure, 1871a: 143-144. 
=	 Creoboter Stål, 1877: 86.
=	 Creobrotra Saussure, 1898: 200.
=	 Creoboter Kirby, 1904b: 290.

Type generis: Mantis gemmata Stoll, 1813: 71, pl. 24, fig. 93 
(male) (America - err.).



230

Hartmann, M. & J. Weipert: Biodiversität & Naturausstattung im Himalaya, Bd. V

Creobroter apicalis Saussure, 1869 Fig. 7, 8
Creobroter apicalis Saussure, 1869: 73.
=	 Creobroter apicalis. In: Ehrmann 2002: 112.

Size: Medium-sized (body length in mm: male 25, female 
27-33).
Type material: Holotype female, India-NE: Assam, MHNG. 
Distribution: Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, Java, Nepal.
Records: DBUC: Nepal: Rapti Tal, Monahari, Khola, Bel-
wa 350 m, leg. W.Dierl, W.Forster & W.Schacht, 12.V.1967 
(5 males and 2 females); NMB: Nepal-E: Mechi, Dobhan, 
700 m, leg. M.Brancucci, 05.-06.VI.1985 (male); NME: Ne-
pal: Prov. Narayani, D: Chitwan, Sauraha Hotel Riverside, 
27°34’29’’N-84°29’55’’E, LF, 160 m, leg. M.Hartmann, 06.-08.
VII.2009, (male); Nepal: Mahakali / Darchula, env. Panshera, 
29°39‘55‘‘N-80°33‘02‘‘E, 800 m, leg. A.Weigel, 30.V.2005, 
(male); SMNK: Nepal: Distr. Chitwan, Royal Chitwan N.-
P., Bharatpur, 27.40N-84.26E, 1500 m, lux, leg. M.Hauser, 
31.V.-04.VI.1997 (male #01756); Nepal: Distr. Chitwan, Roy-
al Chitwan N.-P., Meghauli, 27.35N-84.14E, 1700 m, lux, leg. 
M.Hauser, 31.V.-04.VI.1997 (male #01755); ZSM: Nepal: Rap-
ti Tal, Monahari, Khola, Belwa 350 m, leg. W.Dierl, W.Forster 
& W.Schacht, 12.V.1967 (12 males and 7 females).

Creobroter gemmatus (Stoll, 1813) Fig. 9, 10
Mantis gemmata Stoll, 1813: 71, pl. 24, fig. 93 (male) (America - err.).
=	 Creobotra gemmata. In: Saussure 1869: 72-73.
=	 Creobotra urbana (Fabricius, 1775). In: Saussure 1871a: 144-145.
=	 Creobotra urbana. In: Brunner de Wattenwyl 1893: 73.
=	 Creobroter urbanus. In: Bolivar 1897b: 315.
=	 Creoboter gemmata. In: Kirby 1904b: 291.
=	 Creoboter gemmatus. In: Ingrisch 1987: 32.

Size: Medium-sized (body length in mm: male 26, female 
32-38).
Type material: Holotype male, Java, RMNH ?. 
Distribution: China, India, Java, Myanmar, Nepal, Sunda 
Island, Thailand, Vietnam.
Records: SMNK: Nepal: Terai, R. Chitwan N.-Park, Gaida 
Camp, 27.35N-84.30E, leg. S.Ingrisch, 28.-29.X.1983 (male 
#01758); Nepal: Modi Khola-Tal, Namarjung, 28.18N-84.6E, 
1000 m, leg. S.Ingrisch, 15.X.1983 (female #01759).

Creobroter urbanus (Fabricius, 1775) Fig. 11
Mantis urbana Fabricius, 1775: 278.
=	 Mantis urbana. In: Fabricius 1781: 350.
=	 Mantis urbana. In: Fabricius 1787: 229.
=	 Mantis urbana. In: Gmelin-Linné 1790: 2051.
=	 Mantis urbana. In: Olivier 1792: 630.
=	 Mantis urbana. In: Fabricius 1793: 23.
=	 Mantis urbana. In: Lichtenstein 1802: 27-28.
=	 Harpax urbana. In: Audinet-Serville 1831: 50.
=	 Harpax urbana. In: Burmeister 1838: 550.
=	 Mantis (Harpax) urbana. In: De Haan 1842: 89.
=	 Creobotra urbana. In: Saussure 1871a: 144-145.
=	 Creoboter urbana. In: Kirby 1904b: 290.
=	 Creoboter urbana. In: Jacobson & Bianchi 1905: 154.

Size: Medium-sized (body length in mm: male 23, female 30).
Type material: Type sex ?, India, BMNH. 
Distribution: Borneo-N, China, India, Java-E, Myanmar, Ne-
pal, Philippines-N, Sumatra, Vietnam-N.
Records: SMNK: Nepal: Bhimphedi, 27.33N-85.07E, 1450 m, 
leg. G.Lebisch & H.Probst, 07.-29.VI.1988 (female #01757). 

Deiphobe Stål, 1877
Deiphobe Stål, 1877: 32-33.
=	 Sphendale Stål, 1877: 34.

Type generis: Phasmomantis infuscata Saussure, 1870: 235 
(female) (Brazil - err.).

Deiphobe brunneri (Saussure, 1871d) Fig. 12
Iris (Fischeria) brunneri Saussure, 1871d: 428-430. 
=	 Fischeria brunneri. In: Saussure 1872a: 57-58, pl. 8, fig. 11 (male).
=	 Phasmomantis brunneri. In: Westwood 1889: 10.
=	 Sphendale? brunneri. In: Kirby 1904b: 269.
=	 Deiphobe brunneri. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 488. 
=	 Eremoplana microptera Westwood, 1889: 9, 27, 32-33, pl. 3, fig. 5 (male).

Size: Large (body length in mm: male 70-84, female 80).
Type material: Syntype female, Nepal, BMNH; 
Synonym: E. microptera: Syntype 2 females, India-NE: West 
Bengal: Burdwan, BMNH. 
Distribution: India, Laos, Nepal, Thailand. 
Records: NMB: Nepal: Bagmati, Sindhupalchok, Indrawati 
River, SW of Dhap, 27°54.554’N-85°07.603’E, 1015 m, leg. 
E.Sprecher, 13.V.2010 (male); SMNK: Nepal: Trisūli Bāzār, 
27.54N-85.08E, 1700 m, lux, leg. G.Lebisch & H.Probst, 07.-
29.VI.1988 (male #02234).

Deiphobe incisa Werner, 1933 Fig. 13
Deiphobe incisa Werner, 1933: 900-901.
=	 Deiphobe incisa. In: Marshall 1975: 316.
=	 Deiphobe prope incisa. In: Lombardo 1993: 197-198, fig. 3-5.
=	 Deiphobe incisa. In: Mukherjee, Hazra & Ghosh 1995: 200, 278, 279-280, 281.
=	 Deiphobe incisa. In: Ehrmann 2002: 118.
=	 Deiphobe incisa. In: Mukherjee, Ehrmann & Chatterjee 2014: 40-41.

Size: Large to very large (body length in mm: male 47-57, 
female 88-108).
Type material: Syntypes male and female India-N, IFRI; 
Syntype male India-NW, BMNH.
Distribution: India, Nepal, Myanmar ?.
Records: DBUC ?: Nepal: Kathmandu Valley (Godavari, 
1600-1800 m), leg. W.Dierl & W.Schacht, 01.VI.1967 (male) 
[Deiphobe prope incisa ?]; SMNK: Nepal: Bhaktapur, 
27.40N-85.25E, im Kathmandu Tal, 13 SE Kathmandu, leg. 
U.Sellenschlo, XI.1986 (male #02230); ZSM: Nepal: Prov. 
Chisipani, Chisipani Garhi, 1600 m, leg. W.Dierl & W.Schacht, 
11.-15.VII.1967 (male and female); Nepal: Kathmandu Val-
ley (Godavari, 1600-1800 m), leg. W.Dierl & W.Schacht, 
01.VI.1967 (3 males) [Deiphobe prope incisa ?].

Deiphobe infuscata (Saussure, 1870) Fig. 14
Phasmomantis infuscata Saussure, 1870: 235 (female) (Brazil - err.).
=	 Phasmomantis infuscata. In: Saussure 1871a: 44 (female).
=	 Phasmomantis infuscata. In: Saussure 1871e: 57 (female).
=	 Iris (Fischeria) infuscata. In: Saussure 1871b: 303-304 (female).
=	 Sphendale infuscata. In: Stål 1877: 55.
=	 Sphendale infuscata. In: Bolivar 1899: 809.
=	 Sphendale infuscata. In: Kirby 1904b: 269.
=	 Deiphobe infuscata. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 488.
=	 Thespis ocellata Saussure, 1871a: 130-131 (male).
=	 Iris (Fischeria) ocellata. In: Saussure 1871b: 306.
=	 Deiphobe ocellata. In: Stål 1877: 54.

Size: Large to very large (body length in mm: male 74-82, 
female 80-87).
Type material: Holotype female (without head), India-E, MNHN; 
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Synonym: T. ocellata: Syntype male, India, MHNG.
Distribution: India, Nepal, Sri Lanka.
Records: NMB: Nepal-E: Mechi, Dobhan-Phulvari [=Phul-
bari], 800-1200 m, leg. M.Brancucci, 08.VI.1985 (male); 
NMB: Basel-Expedition to Nepal Maj/June 2001- Nepal: 
Kosi-Pakhrihas, 27°03’N-87°18’E, 1700-1900 m, (#3), 27.-
28.V.2001 (male); ZSM: Nepal: Jiri, 1900 m, Kiefernhain, 
(#H28), 14.VI.1964 (male).

Deiphobe mesomelas (Olivier, 1792) Fig. 15
Mantis mesomelas Olivier, 1792: 635-636. 
=	 Deiphobe mesomelas. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 487.
=	 Mantis nympha Stoll, 1813: 10-11, pl. 4, fig. 12 (female) (depository unknown).
=	 Coptopteryx stollii Saussure, 1870: 230 (depository unknown).
=	 Sphendale infuscata Saussure, 1870: 235 (female) (Brasilia ?).
=	 Sphendale infuscata Saussure, 1870. In: Bolivar 1897b: 312 (male and 

female) (depository unknown).
=	 Sphendale robusta Kirby, 1904a: 86.
=	 Sphendale robusta. In: Kirby 1904b: 269.

Size: Large (body length in mm: male 60-65, female 63-67).
Type material: Holotype female, India, depository unknown; 
Synonym: S. robusta: Holotype female, Nepal, BMNH. 
Distribution: India, Nepal.
Records: SMNK: Nepal-NE: Khumbu, zw. Samde & Hi-
lajug, 27.50N-86.39E, Sagarmatha-N.-P., leg. K.Hellmann, 
11.IX.1956 (3 females #02235, 02236, 02237). 

Didymocorypha Wood-Mason, 1877
Didymocorypha Wood-Mason, 1877: 221-222.
=	 Pyrgocotis Stål, 1877: 14.

Type generis: Schizocephala (Didymocorypha) ensifera Wood-
Mason, 1877: 222 (juv. female) (India).

Didymocorypha lanceolata (Fabricius, 1798) Fig. 16
Mantis lanceolata Fabricius, 1798: 191. 
=	 Pyrgomantis? lanceolata (Fabricius, 1798). In: Westwood 1889: 3.
=	 Schizocephala (Didymocorypha) ensifera Wood-Mason, 1877: 221-222 

(depository unknown).
=	 Didymocorypha ensifera. In: Wood-Mason 1882: 24.
=	 Didymocorypha ensifera. In: Wood-Mason 1889a: 34-35, fig. 24-25.
=	 Didymocorypha ensifera. In: Westwood 1889: 3.
=	 Pyrgocotis gracilipes Stål, 1877: 17 (depository unknown).
=	 Pyrgocotis gracilipes. In: Westwood 1889: 3.

Size: Medium-sized (body length in mm: male 27-35, female 
40-42).
Type material: Holotype male, India-E, ZMUC; 
Synonym: Sch. (D.) ensifera: unspecified primary type, sex ?, 
India-NE: Jharkhand, depository unknown.
Distribution: India, Nepal, Sri Lanka. 
Records: SMNK: Nepal: Trisūli Bāzār, 27.54N-85.08E, 1700 
m, leg. G.Lebisch & H.Probst, 07.-29.VI.1988 (male #02329); 
ZSM: Nepal: (Prov.Nr.1) East Daulaghat, 800-1200 m, leg. 
W.Dierl, 19.VII.1964 (male). 

Empusa Illiger, 1798
Empusa Illiger, 1798: 499.
=	 Phantoma Risso, 1826: 212.
=	 Ampusa Rambur, 1838: 17 (err. descr.).

Type generis: Mantis pauperata Fabricius, 1781: 346-347 
(#9) (India).

Empusa pauperata (Fabricius, 1781) Fig. 17-19
Mantis pauperata Fabricius, 1781: 346-347 (#9) (India).
=	 Mantis pauperata. In: Thunberg 1784: 61.
=	 Mantis pauperata. In: Herbst 1786: 187, pl. 51, fig. 1.
=	 Mantis pauperata. In: Fabricius 1787: 227.
=	 Mantis pauperata. In: Olivier 1792: 627.
=	 Mantis pauperata. In: Fabricius 1793: 17.
=	 Mantis pauperata. In: Lichtenstein 1802: 24.
=	 Mantis pauperata. In: Stoll 1813: 33-34, pl. 10, fig. 40.
=	 Empusa pauperata. In: Roy 2004: 8. 
=	 Empusa pauperata. In: Ehrmann 2011: 11.
=	 Gryllus unicornis Linné, 1763: 396 (#27) (male) (China).
=	 Empusa unicornis (Linné, 1763). In: Saussure 1871a: 189-191 (male).
=	 Empusa unicornis. In: Bolivar 1897: 315.
=	 Mantis fronticornis Stoll, 1813: 30, 31, pl. 9, fig. 34, 35 (nomen dubium). 
=	 Empusa fronticornis. In: Audinet-Serville 1839: 144.
=	 Mantis fronticornis. In: Roy 2004: 9 (nomen dubium). 
=	 Empusa humbertiana Saussure, 1869: 60-61 (synonymized by Kirby 

1904b: 313).
=	 Empusa servillii Saussure, 1872: 88 (female) (synonymized by Giglio-Tos 

1927: 640).
=	 Empusa servillii. In: Saussure & Zehntner 1895: 239-240.

Size: Medium-sized to large (body length in mm: male 44-50, 
female 55-65).
Type material: Holotype female, India: Madras, Coromandel, 
BMNH; [Holotype male Banks coll.]. 
Distribution: India, Iran, Nepal, Sri Lanka.
Records: NME: Nepal: Prov. Narayani Sauraha, Rapti Riv-
er Ufer, 27°34’80’’N-84°29’49’’E, 1800 m NN, LF, leg. 
A.Weigel, 18.IV.2000 (female); SMNK: Nepal: Banepa, 
27.38N-85.31E, im Kathmandu Tal, 25 SE Kathmandu, leg. 
U.Sellenschlo, XI.1986 (male #02607 and female #02608).

Eomantis Giglio-Tos, 1915
Eomantis Giglio-Tos, 1915b: 47.
=	 Eomantis Giglio-Tos, 1915. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 140-141.
=	 Tropidomantis (Eomantis) Giglio-Tos, 1915. In: Beier 1935: 58-59. 
=	 Eomantis Giglio-Tos, 1915. In: Mukherjee & Hazra 1993: 486.
=	 Eomantis Giglio-Tos, 1915. In: Mukherjee, Hazra & Ghosh 1995: 188, 

199, 261.

Type generis: Tropidomantis guttatipennis Stål, 1877: 51 (male 
and female) (India).

Eomantis guttatipennis (Stål, 1877) Fig. 20
Tropidomantis guttatipennis Stål, 1877: 51 (male and female) (India).
=	 Eomantis guttatipennis Stål, 1877. In: Giglio-Tos 1915: 47.
=	 Tropidomantis (Eomantis) guttatipennis Stål, 1877. In: Beier 1935: 59.

Size: Small (body length in mm: male 24, female 26).
Type material: Holotype male, Nepal, NHRS, Allotype fe-
male, Nepal, NHMW. 
Distribution: India, Myanmar, Nepal, Tibet, Vietnam.
Records: SMNK: Nepal: Kathmandu valley, NWl. d. city, leg. 
M.Hartmann, 17.IX.1992 (female #12585) (ex coll. NME); 
ZSM: Nepal: Rapti Tal, Monahari Khola, Belwa 350 m, leg. 
W.Dierl, W.Forster & W.Schacht, 08.V.1967 (11 males); Ne-
pal: Kathmandu (Chauni 1400 m), leg. W.Dierl & W.Schacht, 
23.IX.1967 (female).
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Ephestiasula Giglio-Tos, 1915
Ephestiasula Giglio-Tos, 1915b: 101.
Hephestiasula (err. descr.) In: Lombardo 1993: 206.
=	 Parahestiasula Lombardo, 1995: 11; (syn. nov. Ehrmann & Borer).

Type generis: Hestias pictipes Wood-Mason, 1879: 258 (male 
and female) (India).

Ephestiasula obscura (Lombardo, 1995) comb. nov. Fig. 21
=	 Parahestiasula obscura Lombardo, 1995: 12-14, fig. 1-5 (male).
=	 Parahestiasula obscura. In: Ehrmann 2002: 263.
=	 Parahestiasula obscura. In: Otte & Spearman 2005: 82.

Size: Small to medium-sized (body length in mm: male 23, 
female 27).
Type material: Holotype male, Paratypes 3 females, ZSM, 
Paratype female #06689, SMNK, Paratype female, DBUC, all 
same data: Nepal: Rapti-Tal, Monahari Khola, Belwa 350 m, 
leg. W.Dierl, W.Forster & W.Schacht, 07.-12.V.1967.
Distribution: Nepal.
Remarks: Lombardo described in 1995 the genus Parahes-
tiasula with the species obscura from the Rapti Valley. Upon 
detailed examination, the authors realised, together with 
C. Schwarz and T. Schulze, that the genus Parahestiasula 
is identical to the genus Ephestiasula. The genus was thus 
synonymised and the species obscura was classified under 
Ephestiasula. Consequently, Parahestiasula is a new synonym 
of Ephestiasula Giglio-Tos, 1915 and Ephestiasula obscura 
(Lombardo, 1995) the new combination.

Ephestiasula pictipes (Wood-Mason, 1879) Fig. 22-24
Hestias pictipes Wood-Mason, 1879: 258 (male and female) (India).
=	 Hestias Wood-Mason, 1884: pl. 13, fig. 5-5a.
=	 Pachymantis amoena Bolivar, 1897b: 314-315 (female) (synonymized by 

Giglio-Tos 1927: 547).
=	 Hestiasula pictipes (Wood-Mason, 1879). In: Kirby 1904b: 288.
=	 Hestias pictipes. In: Mukherjee, Das & Hazra 2005: 145.
=	 Ephestiasula pictipes. In: Materna & Schulze 2008: 78, 1 fig.
=	 Ephestiasula pictipes. In: Mukherjee, Stiewe & Ghorai 2010: 169, 171-

173, fig. 5-8.

Size: Small (body length in mm: male 17, female 19).
Type material: Holotype male (#1253/1), Allotype female 
(#1254/1), India-C: Jabalpur-Marble Rocks, NZSI.
Distribution: India, Nepal.
Records: DBUC ?: Nepal: Rapti Tal, Monahari, Khola, Belwa 
350 m, leg. W.Dierl, W.Forster & W.Schacht, 05.-12.V.1967 
(3 male); SMNK: Nepal-S: Jhawani, 27.35N-84.30E, im Kö-
nigl.-N.-P., leg. K.Hellmann, IX.1956 (male #02736); Nepal: 
Kadhmandu, Valley Godavari, 1600 m, leg. G.Lebisch & 
H.Probst, 07.-29.VI.1988 (female #03628); ZSM: Nepal: Sun 
Khosi Tal, 2150 m, leg. G.Ebert & H.Falkner, 02.+05.V.1962 
(3 juveniles); Nepal: Rapti Tal, Monahari, Khola, Belwa 350 
m, leg. W.Dierl, W.Forster & W.Schacht, 05.-12.V.1967 (9 
males). 

Gongylus Thunberg, 1815
Gongylus Thunberg, 1815: 215, 220.
=	 Empusa (Gongylus) Burmeister, 1838: 545.

Type generis: Gryllus (Mantis) gongylodes Linné, 1758: 426 
(#4) (female) (India).

Gongylus gongylodes (Linné, 1758) Fig. 25, 26
Gryllus (Mantis) gongylodes Linné, 1758: 426 (#4) (female) (India).
=	 Gryllus gongylodes. In: Linné 1764: 112.
=	 Gryllo gongylodi Linné. In: Seba 1765: 29, pl. 68, fig. 9-12. 
=	 Mantis gongylodes. In: Linné 1767: 690.
=	 Mantis gongylodes. In: Drury 1770: 129-130, pl. 50, fig. 2 (female).
=	 Mantis gongylodes. In: Fabricius 1775: 275.
=	 Mantis gongylodes. In: Goeze 1778: 22.
=	 Mantis gongylodes. In: Fabricius 1781: 346.
=	 Mantis gongylodes. In: Fabricius 1787: 227.
=	 Mantis gongylodes. In: Gmelin-Linné 1790: 2049.
=	 Mantis gongylodes. In: Olivier 1792: 626-627.
=	 Mantis gongylodes. In: Fabricius 1793: 17.
=	 Mantis gongylodes. In: Lichtenstein 1802: 21-22.
=	 Empusa gongylodes. In: Latreille 1807: 90.
=	 Mantis gongylodes. In: Stoll 1813: 46-48, pl. 16, fig. 58-58a, 59 (female).
=	 Gongylus gongylodes. In: Thunberg 1815: 5: 294.
=	 Empusa gongylodes. In: Audinet-Serville 1831: 48.
=	 Mantis gongylodes. In: Brullé 1835: 78-79, pl. 6, fig. 2 (female).
=	 Empusa gongylodes. In: Westwood 1837: 121-122, pl. 50, fig. 2 (female).
=	 Empusa (Gongylodes) gongylodes. In: Burmeister 1838: 545.
=	 Empusa gongylodes. In: Audinet-Serville 1839: 141-142.
=	 Empusa (Empusa) gongylodes. In: Blanchard 1840: 10-11.
=	 Empusa gongylodes. In: Charpentier 1841: 296-297.
=	 Gongylus gongyloides. In: Brunner de Wattenwyl 1893: 76.
=	 Gongylus gongylodes. In: Bolivar 1897b: 316.
=	 Gongylus gongyloides. In: Bolivar 1899: 809.
=	 Gongylus gongyloides. In: Chopard 1949: 396, fig. 82e (ootheca).
=	 Gongylus gongylodes. In: Ehrmann 2002: 394, fig. (G.trachelophyllus- err. 

descr.) (Thailand) (female).
=	 Gongylus gongylodes. In: Roy 2004: 5, 10, 11, 15, fig. 2, 8-12, 24.
=	 Mantis flabellicornis Fabricius, 1793: 16-17 (male) (depository unknown) 

(synonymized by Kirby 1904b: 311).
=	 Mantis flabellicornis. In: Lichtenstein 1802: 22.
=	 Empusa flabellicornis. In: Latreille 1802: 90.
=	 Mantis flabellicornis. In: Stoll 1813: 49-50, pl. 17, fig. 61 (male).
=	 Empusa flabellicornis. In: Audinet-Serville 1831: 48.

Size: Large to very large (body length in mm: male 60-70, 
female 75-100).
Type material: Holotype female, India, LSUK.
Distribution: India, Java, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand.
Records: SMNK: Nepal-S: Jhawani, 27.35N-84.30E, im 
Königl.-N.-P., leg. K.Hellmann, IX.1956 (male #03340 and 
female #03341). 

Gonypetyllis Wood-Mason, 1891
Gonypetyllis Wood-Mason, 1891: 67.
=	 Haldwania Beier, 1930: 440-441.
=	 Paula Liana, 2009: 287-292.

Type generis: Gonypetyllis semuncialis Wood-Mason, 1891: 
67, pl. 2, fig. 5-5a-5b (male) (India).

Gonypetyllis semuncialis Wood-Mason, 1891 Fig. 27
Gonypetyllis semuncialis Wood-Mason, 1891: 67, pl. 2, fig. 5, 5a, 5b (male) 

(India). 
=	 Gonypetyllis semuncialis. In: Mukherjee et al. 1995: 185, 192, 200, 264, 

273-274, 353, fig. 96-99 (male).
=	 Haldwania liliputana Beier, 1930: 441-442, fig. 2 (male) (synonymized 

by Mukherjee & Hazra 1993: 488).  
=	 Haldwania liliputana. In: Werner 1931: 1329-1330.
=	 Haldwania liliputana. In: Mathur, Beeson & Chatterjee 1934: 14.
=	 Haldwania liliputana. In: Beier 1935: 31.
=	 Haldwania liliputana. In: Roonwal & Bhasin 1951: 313, 316.
=	 Haldwania liliputana. In: Beier 1964a: 948.
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=	 Haldwania liliputana. In: Beier 1964b: 184.
=	 Haldwania liliputana. In: Beier 1968: 10.
=	 Haldwania liliputana. In: Daniel, Kumar & Bakthavatsalam 1983: 91.
=	 Haldwania liliputana. In: Lombardo 1993: 196.
=	 Haldwania liliputana. In: Otte & Spearman 2005: 154.
=	 Haldwania liliputana. In: Liana 2009: 288, 290, 291.
=	 Paula micra Liana, 2009: 287-292 (female), fig. 1-7 (synonymized in 

Mukherjee et al. 2014: 3, 27).

Size: Small (body length in mm: male 11, female 15).
Type material: Holotype male, India, NZSI ?; 
Synonym: H. liliputana: Holotype male, India: Haldwania, BMNH; 
Synonym: P. micra: Holotype female, Java: Baluram, Beokol 
and Banjuwangi, MIZ.
Distribution: India-NW: Uttarakhand, District Haldwania, 
Kumaon; Java, Nepal.
Records: ZSM: Nepal: Rapti-Tal, Monahari Khola, Belwa 
350 m, leg. W.Dierl, W.Forster & W.Schacht, 05.V.1967 (male) 
[Haldwania liliputana].

Heliomantis Giglio-Tos, 1915
Heliomantis Giglio-Tos, 1915: 2.
=	 Paraspilota Bolivar, 1914: 205-206 (female) (nec Paraspilota Bates, 1888: 

374-375), (Evgeny Shcherbakov, in litt. 14.V.2015).
=	 Deiroharpax Werner, 1916: 283.
=	 Paraspilota. In: Giglio-Tos 1919: 77-79.
=	 Heliomantis. In: Giglio-Tos 1919: 72, 77-79.
=	 Deiroharpax. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 524.
=	 Heliomantis. In: Beier 1964: 939.
=	 Heliomantis. In: Beier 1968: 6.
=	 Heliomantis. In: Mukherjee & Hazra 1993: 477.
=	 Heliomantis. In: Mukherjee, Hazra & Ghosh 1995: 197, 209.
=	 Heliomantis. In: Ehrmann 2002: 169.
=	 Heliomantis. In: Otte & Spearman 2005: 75-76.
=	 Heliomantis. In: Ghate, Jadhav, Sureshan & Sharma 2012: 4.

Type generis: Polyspilota elegans Navás, 1904: 132-133 (male 
and female) (Kurseong in Himalaya).

Heliomantis elegans (Navás, 1904) Fig. 28
Polyspilota elegans Navás, 1904: 132-133 (male and female) (Kurseong in 
Himalaya).
=	 Paraspilota elegans (Navás, 1904). In: Bolivar 1914: 206 (female) 

(Kurseong, Himalaya) (comb. nov.).
=	 Heliomantis elegans. In: Giglio-Tos 1915a: 2 (Nepal: Kurseong, Himalaya).
=	 Deiroharpax viridis Werner, 1916: 283-284, fig. 6 (male) (India-NE: Sik-

kim) (synonymized by Beier 1934: 11). 
=	 Polyspilota elegans. In: Giglio-Tos 1919: 77-79 (Himalaya). 
=	 Paraspilota elegans. In: Giglio-Tos 1919: 77-79 (Himalaya).
=	 Heliomantis elegans. In: Giglio-Tos 1919: 77-79 (Himalaya).
=	 Heliomantis elegans. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 522 (Himalaya).
=	 Deiroharpax viridis. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 524 (India-NE: Sikkim).
=	 Heliomantis elegans. In: Werner 1930a: 6 (Remarks: Beier writes in a 

letter to Werner: Deiroharpax is synonymous of Heliomantis elegans).
=	 Deiroharpax viridis. In: Werner 1930a: 6 (syn. by Beier, 1934: 11).
=	 Heliomantis elegans. In: Beier 1934: 11 (Himalaya, Sikkim).
=	 Heliomantis elegans. In: Lombardo 1993: 202 (male) (Nepal).
=	 Heliomantis elegans. In: Mukherjee & Hazra 1993: 479-480 (male and 

female) (India-NW: Assam, Sikkim, West Bengal: Darjeeling).
=	 Heliomantis elegans. In: Mukherjee, Hazra & Ghosh 1995: 219-220, 345 

(male and female) figs. 35-37 (male) (India-NW: Assam, Sikkim, West Bengal).
=	 Heliomantis elegans. In: Ehrmann 2002: 169 (male) (India-NE, Nepal).
=	 Heliomantis elegans. In: Otte & Spearman 2005: 76 (male) (Nepal: Hi-

malaya, Kurseong).
=	 Heliomantis elegans. In: Ghate, Jadhav, Sureshan & Sharma 2012: 8 

(India, Nepal).
=	 Heliomantis elegans. In: Mukherjee, Ehrmann & Chatterjee 2014: 8 (male 

and female) (India, Nepal). 

Size: Medium-sized to large (body length in mm: male 32-37, 
female 47-54).

Type material: Type material: Syntype female (#2614) (MN-
CN-Ent #140643), Kurseong in Himalaya, MNMS (=MNCN) 
(Type not in MZBS), all data in litt. 14.V. and 10.VI.2015 
Evgeny Shcherbakov);
Synonym: D. viridis: Holotype male, India-NE: Sikkim, Stau-
dinger, ex coll. Brunner de Wattenwyl (#22.423) (#504) NHMW.
Distribution: Bhutan: 1 male NMB, 1 male SMNK; India-
NE: 1 male NHMW, 1 female MNMS, 2 males ZSM; Nepal: 
1 female SMNK, 1 male ZSM.
Records: SMNK: Nepal: Bartār, 28.07N-84.24E, 2150 m, lux, 
leg. G.Lebisch & H.Probst, 07.-29.VI.1988 (female #03625); 
ZSM: Nepal: Kathmandu Valley, Godavari, 1600-1800 m, leg. 
W.Dierl & W.Schacht, 06.VI.1967 (male).
Remarks: Locus typicus: Kurseong [Kurseong, city centre 
(26°52‘55.96“N - 88°16‘43.86“E)] is a city at 1500 m.a.s.l. in 
the district of Darjeeling in the Indian state of West Bengal, at 
the southeastern foothills of the Himalayas. Kurseong is situ-
ated about 32 km in the south of the city centre of Darjeeling 
and only 12 km in the east of the boarder to Nepal.

Hestiasula Saussure, 1871
Hestiasula Saussure, 1871b: 329-330.
Hestiasula Saussure, 1871d: 453-454.
=	 Hestias Saussure, 1872a: 83.
=	 Hestias Saussure, 1871b. In: Wood-Mason 1876: 175.
=	 Hestias Saussure, 1871b. In: Wood-Mason 1879: 257.
=	 Catestiasula Giglio-Tos, 1915b: 101 (synonymized by Beier 1934: 16).

Type generis: Hestiasula brunneriana Saussure, 1871b: 330-
331 (female) (India).

Hestiasula brunneriana Saussure, 1871b Fig. 29, 30
Hestiasula brunneriana Saussure, 1871b: 330-331 (female) (Indes orientales: 

Sylhet).
=	 Hestiasula brunneriana. In: Saussure, 1871d: 454-455 (female) (Indes 

orientales: Sylhet).
=	 Hestias brunneriana. In: Wood-Mason 1876: 175.
=	 Hestias brunneriana. In: Wood-Mason 1879: 258-259.
=	 Hestias Wood-Mason, 1884: pl. 13, fig. 1-1b.
=	 Hestiasula ceylonica Beier, 1956: 39-40 (male) (Sri Lanka) (synonym ?).

Size: Small to medium-sized (body length in mm: male 21, 
female 26-29).
Type material: Holotype female, India-N: Sylhet (coll. Brun-
ner v. Wattenwyl) (#531), NHMW. 
Distribution: India, Nepal, Pakistan-W, Sri Lanka.
Records: SMNK: Nepal: P: Mahakali, D: Kanchanpur, 17 km 
NE Mahendranagar, vic. Bedkol lake, 29°01’25’’-80°19’09’’E, 
ca. 500 m NN, leg. J.Küßner, 02.VII.2009 (female #12463) 
(ex coll. NME).
Remarks: Hestiasula brunneriana found in Nepal and India 
show a variation in colour pattern on the inner surface of femur at 
the foreleg (Wood-Mason 1884: pl. 13, fig. 1b; Mukherjee et al. 
1995: 220-221; Sureshan 2010: 13-14, fig. 19). In addition to the 
three black stripes, a black dot above the claw groove is present 
in some individuals (Fig. A). The authors interprete this variation 
as an intraspecific phenomenon. To support this hypothesis, more 
specimens, as well as the male genitalia, need to be studied. 
The private collection of Tobias Schulze contains one male 
and three female specimens from Goa (West-India). These 
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vary in the expression of the black dot above the claw groove 
from clearly present to absent. The same collection harbours 
one female and three male specimens from the state of Tamil 
Nadu (South-East India), all lacking the black dot above the 
claw groove.

Hierodula Burmeister, 1838
Hierodula Burmeister, 1838: 536.
=	 Ephierodula Giglio-Tos, 1912: 63-64 (err. synonym).
=	 Parhierodula Giglio-Tos, 1912: 108-109.
=	 Zopheromantis Tindale, 1924: 550-551 (err. synonym).

Type generis: Mantis (Hierodula) membranacea Burmeister, 
1838: 536 (#30) (male) (India).

Hierodula coarctata Saussure, 1869 Fig. 31
Hierodula coarctata Saussure, 1869: 67.
=	 Hierodula coarctata. In: Saussure 1871a: 85-86, pl. 5, fig. 24 (female).
=	 Hierodula coarctata. In: Borre 1883: 81.
=	 Hierodula coarctata. In: Westwood 1889: 34, pl. 4, fig. 1 (female).
=	 Parhierodula coarctata. In: Giglio-Tos 1912: 124.
=	 Hierodula coarctata. In: Werner 1916: 264-265.
=	 Parhierodula (Parhierodula) coarctata. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 459.
=	 Hierodula coarctata. In: Ehrmann 2002: 177.

Size: Medium-sized to large (body length in mm: male 42-50, 
female 53-70).
Type material: Holotype male, India-E, MHNG. 
Distribution: India, Java, Nepal, Pakistan.
Records: SMNK: Nepal: Distr. Chitwan, Royal Chitwan N.-
P. Sauraha, 150 m, leg. M.Hauser, 31.V.-04.VI.1997 (male 
#03845 and female #03846). 

Hierodula membranacea Burmeister, 1838 Fig. 32
Mantis (Hierodula) membranacea Burmeister, 1838: 536 (#30) (male) (India).
=	 Mantis (Mantis) membranacea Burmeister, 1838. In: De Haan 1842: 68.
=	 Hierodula membranacea. In: Chopard 1924: 175 (female) (Barkuda Island).
=	 Hierodula (Hierodula) membranacea. In: Beier 1935: 82.
=	 Hierodula membranacea. In: Ehrmann 2002: 179.
=	 Hierodula (Hierodula) membranacea. In: Vyjayandi & Narendran 2003: 

315, 316, 319, 320.
=	 Stagmatoptera birivia Saussure, 1871e: 89-91 (male and female), pl. 1, 

fig. 8 (female) (America meridionale, Surinam - err.).
=	 Hierodula birivia. In: Saussure 1872a: 41-42 (female) (India orientalis) 

(depository unknown).
=	 Hierodula birivia. In: Wood-Mason 1878a: 146.
=	 Hierodula birivia. In: Borre 1883: 68 (11).
=	 Hierodula birivia. In: Bolivar 1897b: 310.
=	 Hierodula birivia. In: Bolivar 1899: 809.

Figure A: Female Hestiasula brunneriana, left foreleg, inner surface of 
femur: I) three stripes with black dot above claw groove, Nepal (SMNK 
#12463); II) three stripes without black dot above claw groove, Sri Lanka 
(SMNK #03689). Photos by R. Ehrmann.

Size: Large (body length in mm: male 65-78, female 80-88).
Type material: Syntype (#552) male, India-E, ZMHB, Syn-
type (#552) male, India-orient., ZMHB. 
Distribution: China-S, India, Java, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand.
Records: SMNK: Nepal: Distr. Chitwan, Royal Chitwan N.-
P. Sauraha, 150 m, leg. M.Hauser, 31.V.-04.VI.1997 (male 
#03847); Nepal-S: Jhawani, 27.35N-84.30E, im Königl.-N.-
P., leg. K.Hellmann, IX.1956 (female #03848); ZSM: Ne-
pal: Rapti Tal Monahari Khola, Belwa 350 m, leg. W.Dierl, 
W.Forster & W.Schacht, 10.V.1967 (male); [Hierodula memb-
ranacea (male) err. det. Lombardo in Studies on the Mantodea 
of Nepal 1993: 199].
Remarks: Burmeister writes in the „Handbuch der Entomol-
ogie“, published in 1838, on page 536 #30 following informa-
tion about the two type specimens of Hierodula membranacea: 
“2 Männchen im Königl. Museum, deren Vaterland unbekannt, 
wahrscheinlich aber Ostindien ist“. Thus, the origin of the 
two type specimens is unknown, however it is supposed to 
be in East India.

Hierodula patellifera (Audinet-Serville, 1839) Fig. 33
Mantis patellifera Audinet-Serville, 1839: 185-186.
=	 Mantis (Mantis) patellifera. In: De Haan 1842: 70.
=	 Hierodula patellifera. In: Westwood 1889: 12, 27, 35, pl. 4, fig. 5.
=	 Hierodula (Hierodula) patellifera. In: Beier 1935: 203: 83.
=	 Hierodula patellifera patellifera. In: Ehrmann 2002: 180.
=	 Hierodula patellifera patellifera. In: Chatterjee & Srinivasan 2013: 

131-135. 
=	 Mantis bipapilla Audinet-Serville, 1839: 188-189 (synonymized by Hebard 

1920: 58-59).
=	 Mantis bipapilla. In: Charpentier 1841: 291-292.
=	 Mantis (Mantis) bipapilla. In: De Haan 1842: 70.
=	 Hierodula bipapilla. In: Saussure 1871a: 79-80, pl. 5, fig. 28 (male and 

female).
=	 Hierodula bipapilla. In: Borre 1883: 68.
=	 Hierodula bipapilla? In: Westwood 1889: 12, 34, pl. 4, fig. 2 (male).
=	 Hierodula bipapilla. In: Westwood 1889: 12, 27, 34-35, pl. 5, fig. 2 

(female).
=	 Hierodula bipapilla. In: Kirby 1904b: 245.
=	 Hierodula bipapilla. In: Shiraki 1911: 324-326.
=	 Hierodula bipapilla. In: Giglio-Tos 1912: 96-98.
=	 Hierodula (Hierodula) bipapilla. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 448.
=	 Hierodula (Hierodula) bipapilla. In: Vyjayandi & Narendran 2003: 315, 317.
=	 Hierodula simulacrum. In: Saussure 1869: 68.
=	 Hierodula simulacrum. In: Saussure 1871a: 77-78, pl. 5, fig. 23 (male and 

female). 
=	 Hierodula simulacrum. In: Wood-Mason 1882: 30.
=	 Hierodula simulacrum. In: Borre 1883: 68.
=	 Hierodula manillensis Saussure, 1870: 233 (male and female) (Manila) 

(synonymized by Hebard 1920: 58-59).
=	 Hierodula (H.) manillensis. In: Giglio-Tos 1912: 95-96.
=	 Hierodula (H.) manillensis. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 447-448.
=	 Hierodula manillensis. In: Ehrmann 2002: 180.
=	 Hierodula raptoria Stål, 1877b: 38 (female) (synonymized by Giglio-Tos 

1927: 447-448).
=	 Hierodula dispar Kirby, 1900: 146-147 (synonymized by Giglio-Tos 1927: 

448).
=	 Hierodula (H.) manillana Giglio-Tos, 1912: 96 (synonymized by Hebard 

1920: 58-49).
=	 Hierodula manillana. In: Werner 1926: 228-229.
=	 Hierodula (H.) manillana. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 448 (male and female).
=	 Hierodula (H.) manillana. In: Ehrmann 2002: 180.
=	 Hierodula (H.) patellifera manillana. In: Beier 1935: 83.
=	 Hierodula patellifera manillana? Giglio-Tos, 1912. In: Ehrmann 2002: 180.
=	 Hierodula saussurei Kirby, 1904b: 245 (synonymized by Hebard 1920).
=	 Hierodula (H.) saussurei. In: Giglio-Tos 1912: 94-95.
=	 Hierodula saussurei. In: Werner 1926: 228-229.
=	 Hierodula (H.) saussurei. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 447.
=	 Hierodula saussurei. In: Werner 1930a: 4.
=	 Hierodula saussurei. In: Ehrmann 2002: 180.
=	 Hierodula (H.) assamensis Mukherjee et al., 1995: 185, 201, 290-291, fig. 
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111-113 (synonymized in Mukherjee et al. 2014: 4, 32).
=	 Hierodula assamensis. In: Ehrmann 2002: 176.
=	 Hierodula (Hierodula) assamensis. In: Vyjayandi & Narendran 2003: 315, 

317.

Size: Large (body length in mm: male 50-60, female 53-70).
Type material: Holotype male, Allotype female, Java, MNHN; 
Synonym: M. bipapilla: Holotype female, Java, MRSN; 
Synonym: H. simulacrum: unspecified primary type, deposi-
tory unknown; 
Synonym: H. manillensis: unspecified primary type, Manila, 
depository unknown; 
Synonym: H. dispar: Syntypes male and 3 females, Christmas 
Island, BMNH; 
Synonym: H. raptoria: Holotype female, Philippines, NHRS; 
Synonym: H. manillana Giglio-Tos: Syntype male and female, 
Phillipines: Luzon Island, Manilla, MHNG; 
Synonym: H. saussurei: unspecified primary type, China, Ja-
pan, depository unknown; 
Synonym: H. assamensis: Holotype female, India: Assam: 
Naga Hills, NZSI. 
Distribution: China-S, Hawaii (Big Island), India, Japan, 
Java, Korea, New Guinea, Philippines, Sumba-W, Taiwan.
Records: SMNK: Nepal: Nepalgunj, Hotel Batika, 
28°02’59’’N-81°36’56’’E, 235 m NN, LF, leg. A.Weigel, 
18.VI.1999 (male #12586) (ex coll. NME); Nepal: Nepalgunj, 
Hotel Batika, 28°02’59’’N-81°36’56’’E, 235 m NN, LF, leg. 
A.Weigel, 18.VI.1999 (female #12587) (ex coll. NME); Ne-
pal: Nepalgunj, Hotel Batika, 28°02’36’’N-81°36’35’’E, 180 
m NN, LF, leg. M.Hartmann, 11.-12.VII.2001 (male #12588) 
(ex coll. NME).

Hierodula tenuidentata Saussure, 1869 Fig. 34
Hierodula tenuidentata Saussure, 1869: 68.
=	 Sphodromantis tenuidentata. In: Kirby 1904b: 244.
=	 Hierodula tenuidentata tenuidentata. In: Ehrmann 2002: 183.
=	 Hierodula tenuidentata. In: Ehrmann 2011: 17.
=	 Hierodula (Hierodula) tenuidentata. In: Vyjayandi & Narendran 2003: 

315, 317.
=	 Hierodula tenuidentata darvasica Lindt, 1963: 3-7, fig. 1a-1b, 2a-2b (syn-

onymized in Mukherjee et al. 2014: 4, 32).
=	 Hierodula simulacrum (Fabricius, 1793). In: Westwood 1889: 11, 27, 34, 

pl. 6, fig. 5 (female) (India-E).
=	 ?Hierodula simulacrum var. ? In: Westwood 1889: 11 (China, India, Sri Lanka).
=	 Hierodula westwoodi Kirby, 1904b: 247; (n.nom. for Hierodula simu-

lacraum Westwood, 1889: 11, 27, 34, No. 37). 
=	 Hierodula westwoodi. In: Kumar & Rajkhowa 2012: 189, pl. 15, fig. 34-37.
=	 Hierodula heterodera Westwood, 1889: 12, 27, 34 (male) (Bengal) (syn-

onymized in Mukherjee et al. 2014: 4, 32, 36).

Size: Large (body length in mm: male 50-57, female 60).
Type material: Holotype female, India, MHNG; 
Synonym: H. heterodera: Type male (#Orth: 483), India: Ben-
gal, OUMNH;
Synonym: H. westwoodi: Holotype female, India: Madras, 
BMNH; 
Synonym: H. t. darvasica: Holotype male, Tajikistan: Dar-
vazskij mountains, Vantsch-riverside, 1800 m, ZIN. 
Distribution: Borneo, India, Nepal, Sundainseln, Tajikistan, 
Turkestan, Turkmenistan.
Records: DBUC ?: Nepal: Rapti Tal Monahari Khola, Belwa 
350 m, leg. W.Dierl, W.Forster & W.Schacht, 07.-11.V.1967 
(male and female); SMNK: Nepal: Kakani, 27.49N-85.15E, 
1450 m, leg. G.Lebisch & H.Probst, 07.-29.VI.1988 (fema-

le #03843); Nepal: Naubise, 27.43N-85.29E, 1550 m, leg. 
G.Lebisch & H.Probst, 07.-29.VI.1988 (female #03844); 
Nepal: Lamjung Himal, zw. Namarjung & Tangting, 28.19N-
84.7E, 1000-1500 m, leg. S.Ingrisch, 22.X.1983 (female 
#03850); Nepal: Modi Khola-Tal, bei Thak, 28.17N-84.5E, 
900 m, leg. S.Ingrisch, 14.X.1983 (female #03851); Nepal: 
Bhaktapur, 27.40N-85.25E, im Kathmandu Tal, 13 SE Kath-
mandu, leg. U.Sellenschlo, XI.1986 (female #11956); ZSM: 
Nepal: Katmandu-Chauni, 1400 m, leg. W.Dierl & W.Schacht, 
11.VI.1967 (male); Nepal: Rapti Tal Monahari Khola, Belwa 
350 m, leg. W.Dierl, W.Forster & W.Schacht, 07.-11.V.1967 
(2 males and female).

Hierodula transcaucasica Br. de Wattenwyl, 1878 Fig. 35
Hierodula transcaucasica Brunner de Wattenwyl, 1878: 88. 
=	 Sphodromantis transcaucasica. In: Kirby 1904b: 244.
=	 Hierodula (H.) transcaucasica. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 444.
=	 Hierodula (Sphodromantis) transcaucasica. In: Beier 1935: 88.
=	 Sphodromantis transcaucasica. In: Beier 1962: 112.
=	 Sphodromantis transcaucasica. In: Beier 1967: 196-197.
=	 Hierodula transcaucasica. In: Ehrmann 2002: 183.
=	 Sphodromantis transcaucasica. In: Otte & Spearman 2005: 274-275.
=	 Hierodula transcaucasica. In: Ehrmann 2011: 17.

Size: Medium-sized (body length in mm: male 45, female 50).
Type material: Lectotype: female, Iran-N: Astrabad, NHMW.
Distribution: Afghanistan, Iran, Caucasus, Nepal, Turkestan, 
Turkey.
Records: SMNK: Nepal: Lamjung Himal, zw. Baglungpa-
ni & Nalma, 28.13N-84.20E, 1000-1500 m, leg. S.Ingrisch, 
22.X.1983, [cf. H. tenuidentata Saussure, 1869] (female 
#03849).

Hierodula unimaculata (Olivier, 1792) Fig. 36
Mantis unimaculata Olivier, 1792: 640-641. 
=	 Hierodula (Hierodula) unimaculata. In: Beier 1935: 82.
=	 Hierodula unimaculata. In: Ehrmann 2002: 183.
=	 Hierodula (Hierodula) unimaculata. In: Vyjayandi & Narendran 2003: 

315, 316.
=	 Mantis simulacrum. In: Lichtenstein 1802: 28 (synonymized by Giglio-Tos 

1912: 89).
=	 Mantis (Hierodula) simulacrum. In: Burmeister 1838: 536.
=	 Mantis (Mantis) simulacrum. In: De Haan 1842: 69.
=	 Mantis simulacrum. In: Charpentier 1844: 304.
=	 Mantis notata Stoll, 1813: 42, pl. 12, fig. 49 (male ?) (synonymized by 

Giglio-Tos 1912: 89).
=	 Hierodula notata. In: Saussure 1871a: 83-84, pl. 5, fig. 31 (male and 

female).
=	 Hierodula (Mantis) notata. In: Wood-Mason 1878a: 145-146 (female).
=	 Hierodula (Mantis) notata. In: Bolivar 1897b: 310.

Size: Large (body length in mm: male 53-57, female 66).
Type material: Type male, India: Tranquebar, depository 
unknown;  
Synonym: M. simulacrum: unspecified primary type, depos-
itory unknown;  
Synonym: M. notata: unspecified primary type, depository 
unknown.
Distribution: China, India, Java, Maledives, Myanmar, Nepal, 
Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam.
Records: SMNK: Nepal: Prov. Koshi, 26.49.41N-87.09.19E, 
Chatara, Koshi Tappu, Wildlife Reservat, 115 m, leg. J.Weipert, 
23.-24.IV.2003 (male #11907) (ex coll. NME).
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Humbertiella Saussure, 1869
Humbertiella Saussure, 1869: 55.
=	 Theopompula Giglio-Tos, 1917: 84-85.

Type generis: Humbertiella ceylonica Saussure, 1869: 62 
(male) (Sri Lanka).

Humbertiella ceylonica Saussure, 1869 Fig. 37, 38
Humbertiella ceylonica Saussure, 1869: 62 (male) (Sri Lanka).
=	 Humbertiella ceylonica. In: Beier 1935: 7.
=	 Theopompa septentrionum Wood-Mason, 1891: 64-66, pl. 1, fig. 3 (female).
=	 Humbertiella septentrionum. In: Kirby 1904b: 214.
=	 Theopompa septentrionum Wood-Mason, 1891 (synonymized by Gi-

glio-Tos 1927: 64-65).
=	 Theopompa taprobanarum Wood-Mason, 1891: 62-64, pl. 1, fig. 1 (female).
=	 Theopompa taprobanarum Wood-Mason, 1891 (synonymized by Kirby 

1904b: 214).
=	 Theopompula taprobanarum. In: Giglio-Tos 1917: 84-85.
=	 Theopompula taprobanarum. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 67.
=	 Humbertiella taprobanarum. In: Beier 1935: 7.
=	 Humbertiella taprobanarum. In: Ehrmann 2002: 189.
=	 Humbertiella taprobanarum. In: Otte & Spearman 2005: 131-132.
=	 Theopompa assimulata Wood-Mason, 1891: 62-64, pl. 1, fig. 2, 4 (female).
=	 Humbertiella assimulata. In: Kirby 1904b: 214. 
=	 Theopompula assimulata. In: Giglio-Tos 1917: 84-85.
=	 Theopompula assimulata. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 67.
=	 ?Humbertiella assimulata Wood-Mason, 1891: pl. 1, fig. 2, 4 (synonymized 

by Beier 1935: 7).

Size: Medium-sized (body length in mm: male 35, female 45).
Type material: Holotype male, Sri Lanka: Trincomalee, MHNG; 
Synonym: T. septentrionum: Type 2 females, India-NE: As-
sam, depository unknown; 
Synonym: T. taprobanarum: Type 2 females, Sri Lanka, de-
pository unknown; 
Synonym: T. assimulata: Type female, locality unknown, de-
pository unknown.
Distribution: India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka.
Records: ZSM: Nepal: Rapti Tal, Monahari Khola, Belwa 350 
m, leg. W.Dierl, W.Forster & W.Schacht, 05.V.1967 (male). 

Humbertiella indica Saussure, 1869 Fig. 39, 40
Humbertiella indica Saussure, 1869: 62.
=	 Humbertiella indica. In: Chopard 1924: 175 (male) (Barkuda Island).
=	 Humbertiella africana Rehn, 1912: 106-108. 
=	 Humbertiella africana. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 66.
=	 Humbertiella africana Rehn, 1912 (synonymized by Beier 1935: 7).

Size: Medium-sized (body length in mm: male 27, female 35).
Type material: Holotype female, India, MHNG; 
Synonym: H. africana: Holotype female, Cameroon, ANSP 
(not in the SDEI).
Distribution: India: Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka.
Records: SMNK: Nepal: Annapurna Region, Pokhara, Phewa 
Lake, 800 m NN, leg. A.Weigel, 10.X.1992 (female #12589) 
(ex coll. NME).

Humbertiella similis Giglio-Tos, 1917 Fig. 41, 42
Humbertiella similis Giglio-Tos, 1917: 83-84.
=	 Humbertiella similis. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 65-66.

Size: Medium-sized (body length in mm: male 26, female 30).
Type material: Holotype male (#649), Nepal, ZMHB, Allo-
type female, Sri Lanka-N, ZMHB.
Distribution: India, Nepal, Sri Lanka.

Iris Saussure, 1869
Iris Saussure, 1869: 56, 64-65.

Type generis: Gryllus (Mantis) oratorius Linné, 1758: 426 
(#6) (sex ?) (Africa).

Iris orientalis Wood-Mason, 1882 Fig. 43, 44
Iris orientalis Wood-Mason, 1882: 32-33 (male and female) (NW-Himalaya: 

Kulu Valley, Kangra).
= Iris orientalis. In: Uvarov 1931: 237, 238 (India).
= Iris orientalis. In: Beier 1935: 107 (India).
= Iris orientalis. In: Beier 1962: 112 (Afghanistan, NW-Himalaya Kangra, 

Pakistan).
= Iris orientalis. In: Mukherjee, Hazra & Balderson 1992: 68 (NW-Hima-

laya: Kulu Valley, Kangra, type catalog).
= Iris orientalis. In: Mukherjee et al. 1995: 286-287 (male and female), fig. 

109-110 (male) (India, Java ?). 
= Iris orientalis. In: Mondal & Shishodia 1997: 200 (male) (India).
= Iris orientalis. In: Koblik Ye. A. et al. 2000: 12 (Nepal: Himalaya).
= Iris orientalis. In: Ehrmann 2002: 195 (male and female) (Afghanistan, 

India, Java ?, Nepal, Pakistan).
= Iris orientalis. In: Mukherjee, Das & Hazra 2005: 146 (NW-Himalaya: 

Kulu, Kangra, type catalog)).
= Iris orientalis. In: Otte & Spearman 2005: 338 (female) (Nepal: Himala-

ya-NW, Kulu Valley, Kangra).
= Iris orientalis. In: Vyjayandi 2007: 115, 152 (India).
= Iris orientalis. In: Mukherjee, Ehrmann & Chatterjee 2014: 17 (male and 

female) (India, Nepal, Pakistan). 

Size: Medium-sized (body length in mm: male 30-40, female 
39-42).
Type material: Lectotype male (#6508/1), Paralectotype male 
and female, NW-Himalaya: Kulu Valley, Kangra, NZSI; Lec-
totypes 2 females, India, OUMNH.
Distribution: Afghanistan, India, Nepal, Pakistan.
Records: SMNK: Nepal: Betrāwati, 27.58N-85.11E, am Fluß, 
1600 m, leg. G.Lebisch & H.Probst, 07.-29.VI.1988 (male 
#04723 and female #04724).
Remarks: Wood-Mason (1882) indicates “Kulu Valley, Kan-
gra, in the N.-W. Himalayans” as locality. The authors point out 
that today Kullu (=Kulu), [Kullu city centre (31°57′28.82″N 
- 77°06′34.11″E, 1231 m.a.s.l)] and Kangra, [Kangra city cen-
tre (32°06′04.91″N - 76°16′22.65″E, 710 m.a.s.l.)] are two 
distinct cities in the Indian state of Himachal Pradesh, at the 
southern foothills of the north-western Himalayas. Kullu is 
situated about 80 km south-east of Kangra and both cities are 
located about 480 km and 395 km, respectively, north-west 
of the Nepalese border

Leptomantella Uvarov, 1940
Leptomantella nom. nov. Uvarov, 1940: 176.
=	 Leptomantis Giglio-Tos, 1915b: 87-88.
=	 Leptomantis Giglio-Tos, 1915. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 306-307.
=	 Leptomantis (Leptomantis). In: Beier 1935: 16-17 (new subgenus).
=	 Leptomantis Giglio-Tos, 1915. In: Mukherjee & Hazra 1993: 483.
=	 Leptomantis Giglio-Tos, 1915. In: Mukherjee, Hazra & Ghosh 1995: 199, 246.

Type generis: Mantis (Thespis) albella Burmeister, 1838: 533 
(#7.15) (sex ?) (Java).

Leptomantella indica (Giglio-Tos, 1915) Fig. 45
Leptomantis indica Giglio-Tos, 1915b: 88-89.
=	 Leptomantis indica. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 308.
=	 Leptomantis (Leptomantis) indica. In: Beier 1935: 17.
=	 Leptomantis indica. In: Chopard & Dreux 1966: 603 (female) (Dankuta).
=	 Leptomantella (Leptomantella) indica. In: Ehrmann 2002: 200-201.
=	 Leptomantella indica. In: Mukherjee, Ehrmann & Chatterjee 2014: 21-22.
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=	 Leptomantis ceylonica Beier, 1956: 36 (female) (Sri Lanka) (synonym ?).

Size: Medium-sized (body length in mm: male 30-35, female 34).
Type material: Holotype male, Allotype female, India-NE: 
Sikkim, MIZT, Syntype male, India-NE: Darjeeling, BMNH.
Distribution: India, Nepal.
Records: DBUC ?: Nepal: Kathmandu Vally Godavari, 1800 
m, leg. W.Dierl & W.Schacht, 01.-07.VI.1967 (male); NMB: 
Nepal: Phulchoki, 2600 m, leg. W.Wittmer & C.Baroni Urba-
ni, 11.-14.VI.1976 (#546, female); SMNK: Nepal: Sāngutār, 
27.21N-86.12E, am Fluß, 1550 m, leg. G.Lebisch & H.Probst, 
07.-29.VI.1988 (female #04812); ZSM: Nepal: Prov. Chisa-
pani, Chisapani Garhi, 1600 m, leg. Dierl & Schacht, 11.-15.
VII.1967 (male); Nepal: Kathmandu Vally Godavari, 1800 m, 
leg. W.Dierl & W.Schacht, 01.-07.VI.1967 (3 males).

Mantis Linné, 1758
Gryllus (Mantis) Linné, 1758: 425.
=	 Mantes Geoffroy, 1762: 399 (err. descr.).

Type generis: Gryllus (Mantis) religiosus Linné, 1758: 426 
(#5) (sex ?) (Africa).

Mantis religiosa religiosa Linné, 1758 Fig. 46
Gryllus (Mantis) religiosus Linné, 1758: 426 (#5) (sex ?) (Africa).
=	 Gryllus religiosus Linné, 1758. In: Scopoli 1763: 105, fig. 315 (female).
=	 Gryllus religiosus Linné. In: Seba 1765, 4: 29, 75, pl. 67, fig. 1-2.
=	 Gryllus religiosus Linné. In: Seba 1765, 4: 96-97, pl. 96, fig. 45 (female).
=	 Mantis religiosa. In: Linné 1767: 690.
=	 Mantis oratoria Fabricius, 1775: 276-277.
=	 Mantis sancta Fabricius, 1787: 228.
=	 Mantis sancta Fabricius, 1787. In: Olivier 1792: 628-629.
=	 Mantis religiosa var. striata Fabricius, 1793: 20.
=	 Mantis oratoria Fabricius, 1775. In: Lichtenstein 1802: 28-29.
=	 Mantis maroccana Thunberg, 1815: 287-299.
=	 Mantis pia Audinet-Serville, 1839: 193.
=	 Mantis prasina Audinet-Serville, 1839: 195.
=	 Mantis radiata Motchoulsky. In: Fischer-Waldheim 1846: 101, pl. 2, fig. 

3 (male).
=	 Mantis capensis Saussure, 1872a: 46-47.
=	 Mantis capensis. In: Stål 1877: 60-61.
=	 Mantis religiosa var. major Gerstaecker, 1873: 12. 
=	 Mantis prasina Audinet-Serville, 1839. In: Stål 1877: 61.
=	 Mantis pia Audinet-Serville, 1839. In: Kirby 1899: 348.
=	 Mantis macroura. In: Brunner de Wattenwyl 1882: 60.
=	 Mantis carinata Cosmovici, 1888: 172-173.
=	 Mantis religiosa ab. flava Padewieth, 1900: 20.
=	 Mantis religiosa ab. brunnea Padewieth, 1900: 20.
=	 Mantis religiosa religiosa. In: Roy 1967: 126-149.
=	 Mantis religiosa. In: Anonymous 1907: 24.
=	 Mantis religiosa. In: Joshi & Manandhar 2001: 37.
=	 Mantis religiosa religiosa. In: Ehrmann 2002: 216.
=	 Mantis religiosa religiosa. In: Ehrmann 2011: 19-20.
=	 Mantis religiosa religiosa. In: Berg, Schwarz & Mehl 2011: 520 pp.

Size: Medium-sized to very-large (body length in mm: male 
48-60, female 43-88.
Type material: Holotype male, Paratypes 3 female, Africa, 
LSUK. 
Distribution: Africa, Asia, Europe, in America-N and Canada 
introduced (not in Australia, not in South America!).
Records: NME: Nepal: Lamjung, Annapurna around Besi-
sahar, 800 m NN, LF, leg. M.Hartmann, 18.IX.1992 (male); 
SMNK: Nepal-S: Jhawani, 27.35N-84.30E, im Königl.-N.-
P., leg. K.Hellmann, IX.1956 (male #05113); ZSM: Nepal: 
Balephi-Bazar, leg. G.Ebert & H.Falkner, 29.VI.1962 (male)); 

Nepal: Pokhara, 28°14‘N-83°59‘E, Leware, 1500 m, leg. F- 
Lobbichler, 16.IX.1955 (2 males); Nepal: Naula Puz, 1900 m, 
leg. G.Ebert & H.Falkner, 28.VI.1962 (juvenile).

Mantis religiosa inornata Werner, 1930 Fig. 47
=	 Mantis inornata Werner, 1930b: 689, pl. 1, fig. 1 (female).
=	 Mantis religiosa inornata. In: Bazyluk 1960: 16 (15): 238, 243-246, 247, 

251, 254, 259, 261-264, 266, 279, (fig. 52 (male), (fig. 4, 12, 24, 31, 39, 
40 (female).

=	 Mantis religiosa inornata. In: Roy 1967: 130. 
=	 Mantis inornata. In: Sureshan, Ghate & Radhakrishnan 2004: 230-231 

(male).
=	 Mantis inornata. In: Sureshan, Ghate & Radhakrishnan 2006: 230 (female).
=	 Mantis religiosa inornata. In: Ehrmann 2011: 20.
=	 Mantis religiosa inornata. In: Berg, Schwarz & Mehl 2011: 44, 48-54, 

56, 57, 59, 60, 66, 67, 90, 105.
=	 Mantis religiosa akbari Soomro, Soomro & Wagan, 2001: 24-25 (syn. nov. 

Ehrmann & Borer).
=	 Mantis religiosa akbari. In: Soomro, Soomro & Wagan 2002: 59.

Size: Medium-sized to large (body length in mm: male 43-63, 
female 79-80).
Type material: Holotype female, India: Dehra Dun, IFRI; 
Synonym: M. r. akbari: Holotype male, Dadu, Jamshoro, 
Allotype female, Hyderabad, Latifabad, Paratypes male and 
female, Jamshoro, all in: USINDH.
Distribution: India, Iran, Nepal, Pakistan.
Records: SMNK: Nepal: Prov. Bheri, Distr. Banke, Nepalguni 
Hotel Sneha, 28°02‘41‘‘N-81°37‘17‘‘E, 140 m NN, LF, leg. 
M.Hartmann, 14.-15.VI.2007 (male #12590) (ex coll. NME); 
NMB: Nepal-E: Mechi, Dobhan, 700 m, leg. M.Brancucci, 
05.-06.VI.1985 (male). 
Remarks: The authors state that Soomro et al. (2002) were 
not aware of the species Mantis inornata described by Werner 
(1930) and synonymize Mantis religiosa akbari Soomro et al., 
2001 with Mantis religiosa inornata Werner, 1930.

Memantis Giglio-Tos, 1915
Memantis Giglio-Tos, 1915c: 163.

Type generis: Mantis fuliginosa Thunberg, 1815: 291-292 
(female) (India).

Memantis anomala Lombardo, 1993 Fig. 48
Memantis anomala Lombardo, 1993: 204-205, fig. 11a-11b, 12a-12d.

Size: Small (body length in mm: male 20, female 24).
Type material: Holotype male and Paratypes 9 males, Ne-
pal: Rapti-Tal, Monahari Khola, Belwa 350 m, leg. W.Dierl, 
W.Forster & W.Schacht, 06.-12.V.1967, ZSM, Paratype male, 
same data, DBUC ?.
Distribution: Nepal.
Records: SMNK: Nepal: P: Seti, D: Bajhang, way 
Sagu Bagar, 29°34’44’’N-81°13’44’’E, to before Talkot, 
29°36’17’’N-81°17’54’’E, 1300-1400 m NN, leg. A.Weigel, 
15.VI.2009, (female #12464) (ex coll. NME).

Memantis fuliginosa (Thunberg, 1815) Fig. 49, 50
=	 Mantis fuliginosa Thunberg, 1815: 291-292 (female) (India). 
=	 Gonypeta femorata Saussure, 1870: 230 (female) (Arabia ?).
=	 Gonypeta femorata. In: Saussure 1871a: 58-59 (female) (Arabia ?, India ?).
=	 Gonypeta fuliginosa. In: Wood-Mason 1891: pl. 2, fig. 6, 6a, 6b (female).
=	 Gonypeta fuliginosa. In: Kirby 1904b: 224 (Sri Lanka).
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=	 Memantis fuliginosa. In: Giglio-Tos 1915c: 163.
=	 Memantis fuliginosa. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 179 (male and female).
=	 Humbertiella consobrina Saussure, 1871b: 273-274 (male).
=	 Elaea consobrina. In: Kirby 1904b: 214 (India, Singapore).

Size: Small (body length in mm: male 20-22, female 22).
Type material: Holotype female, India-E, ZIN; 
Synonym: G. femorata: Holotype female, “Arabia ?”, depo-
sitory unknown; 
Synonym: H. consobrina: Type male, India oriental (coll. 
Brunner de Wattenwyl), NHMW.
Distribution: Arabia ?, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Singapore 
?, Sri Lanka ?.
Records: NHMW: India-SW: Prov. Kerala: Mahé, [11°42’N-
75°32’E] (male, female and juvenile) (ex coll. Brunner de 
Wattenwyl); SMNK: Nepal: Distr. Tanhu, Marsyandi, 530 m, 
Turture, Hauswand, (Nr.124), leg. J.Martens & J.Ausobsky, 07. 
IV.1980, (female #05721); ZSM: Nepal: Bhimpedi, 400 m, leg. 
G.Ebert & H.Falkner, 04.-07.IV.1962 (male) [det. Max Beier].

Memantis gardeneri Werner, 1931
Memantis gardeneri Werner, 1931: 1331.
=	 Memantis gardeneri. In: Ehrmann 2002: 219 (male).

Size: Small (body length in mm: male 21, female 24).
Type material: Syntype male, Tarakhet, BMNH, Syntype 
male, Tarakhet, IFRI.
Distribution: Nepal-W: Tarakhet, 28°23’5.3”N-83°27’55.2”E, 
1178 m, NW Kathmandu.

Mesopteryx Saussure, 1870
Mesopteryx Saussure, 1870: 235.

Type generis: Mesopteryx alata Saussure, 1870: 235 (female) 
(Philippines).

Mesopteryx platycephala (Stål, 1877) Fig. 51
=	 Tenodera platycephala Stål, 1877: 56.
=	 Mesopteryx platycephala. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 420.

Size: Very-large (body length in mm: male 89-103, female 
110-113).
Type material: Holotype female, India-N, NHRS.
Distribution: India-NE, Cambodia, Myanmar, Nepal.
Records: SMNK: Nepal: Gongrāli, 28.42N-82.41E, 1300 m, 
lux, (Gen.-Prep.Schwarz, #057), leg. G.Lebisch & H.Probst, 
07.-29.VI.1988 (male #05723). 

Rhombodera Burmeister, 1838
Mantis (Rhombodera) Burmeister, 1838: 536.

Type generis: Mantis (Rhombodera) valida Burmeister, 1838: 
536 (#7.28) (sex ?) (Java).

Rhombodera tectiformis Saussure, 1870 Fig. 52
Hierodula (Rhombodera) tectiformis Saussure, 1870: 232-233.
=	 Rhombodera tectiformis. In: Brunner de Wattenwyl 1893: 69-70.
=	 Hierodula (Rhombodera) tectiformis. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 453.
=	 Hierodula (Rhombodera) tectiformis. In: Beier 1935: 86. 
=	 Rhombodera tectiformis. In: Beeson 1941: 727.
=	 Rhombodera tectiformis. In: Chopard & Dreux 1966: 603 (female) (Dankuta).

=	 Rhombodera tectiformis. In: Lombardo 1993: 193, 201-202, fig. 6c, 7c, 
8c, 9c (male).

=	 Hierodula (Rhombodera) tectiformis. In: Mukherjee, Hazra & Ghosh 
1995: 201, 299.

=	 Rhombodera tectiformis. In: Naeem & Yousuf 1996: 284 (Pakistan).
=	 Rhombodera tectiformis. In: Ehrmann 2002: 309.
=	 Hierodula (Rhombodera) tectiformis. In: Vyjayandi 2007: 91.
=	 Rhombodera tectiformis. In: Mukherjee, Ehrmann & Chatterjee 2014: 35-36.
=	 Rhombodera doriana Laidlaw, 1931: 88-90 (male), pl. 4, fig. 1-4 (syn-

onymized in Mukherjee et al. 2014: 3, 35-36).
=	 Hierodula (Rhombodera) doriana. In: Beier 1935: 86. 
=	 Rhombodera doriana. In: Marshall 1975: 314 (male).
=	 Hierodula (Rhombodera) doriana. In: Mukherjee, Hazra & Ghosh 1995: 

201, 298.
=	 Rhombodera doriana. In: Ehrmann 2002: 307.
=	 Rhombodera doriana. In: Otte & Spearman 2005: 267.
=	 Hierodula (Rhombodera) doriana. In: Vyjayandi 2007: 91.
=	 Rhombodera doriana. In: Ghate, Jadhav, Sureshan & Sharma 2012: 21.

Size: Large (body length in mm: male 68, female 80).
Type material: Type female, India: Bombay, MNHN; 
Synonym: Rh. doriana: Holotype male, India: Bihar, Ranchi, 
BMNH (err. descr. Holotype female).
Distribution: India, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan. 
Records: MNHN: Nepal-E: Exp. Jannu, Nepal oriental, 
Dreux, IV.-V.1959 (female); NMB: Nepal: Gandaki, Gorkha, 
Lapubesi, 28°10’42’’N-84°52’43’’E, 810 m, leg. E.Sprecher, 
09.V.2013 (male); SMNK: Nepal: Kāndrāng Garhi, 27.42N-
84.47E, 1200 m, leg. G.Lebisch & H.Probst, 07.-29.VI.1988 
(female #08221); Nepal: Banepa, 27.38N-85.31E, im Kath-
mandu Tal, 25 km SE Kathmandu, leg. U.Sellenschlo, XI.1986 
(ootheca #08222); ZSM: Nepal: Rapti Tal, Monahari, Kho-
la, Belwa 350 m, leg. W.Dierl, W.Forster & W.Schacht, 05.-
07.V.1967 (male and female).

Rhombomantis gen. nov.

Type generis: Hierodula (Rhombodera) butleri Wood-Ma-
son, 1878b: 580-581 (male and female), pl. 36, fig. 3, 3a-3b 
(female) (India).

Remarks: Dr. Alfred Peter Kaltenbach† (1920-2005), formerly 
working at the NHMW, described in an unfinished manuscript with 
the title „Beiträge zur Kenntnis der Mantodea-Fauna von Thailand“ 
a new subgenus, Rhombomantis subgen. nov. Kaltenbach† 2005. 

Diagnosis

Kaltenbachs citation is:
„Die von Lombardo 1992, unter Rhombodera beschriebene 
Art fusca bildet mit Rhombodera butleri Wood-Mason, 1878, 
und Rh. woodmasoni Werner, 1931, eine Gruppe nahe ver-
wandter Arten, die durch die charakteristische Form des Pro-
notum ausgezeichnet sind. Die drei Arten weisen eine gewisse 
Ähnlichkeit mit der Gattung Rhombodera auf, stehen aber 
doch Hierodula näher. Die Aufstellung eines neuen Subgenus 
erscheint daher gerechtfertigt.”

The authors agree with the opinion of Kaltenbach that the three 
above-mentioned species differ from the rest of the Rhombo-
dera species in the shape of their pronotum. 
The shape of the pronotum being dissimilar from those of 
the genus Hierodula, the authors transfer the three species 
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(Rhombodera fusca, Rhombodera butleri and Rhombodera 
woodmasoni) in a new genus and adopt the name „Rhombo-
mantis“, suggested by Kaltenbach.
In the systematic classification, Rhombomantis gen. nov. 
should be placed between the genus Hierodula and Rhombo-
dera and includes the following three species: Rhombomantis 
fusca (C-I, C-III), Rhombomantis butleri (C-II) and Rhom-
bomantis woodmasoni (C-IV). Hierodula brachynota Wang 
& Dong, 1993 (C-I) has to be considered as a syn. nov. of 
Rhombomantis fusca (Lombardo, 1992).

Description:
The pronotum of Rhombomantis is short, elongated to rhombo-
id (never round) and, lateral, with a narrow lamellar extension 
(Fig. C). The latter extends from the metazona to the basis of 
the pronotum. 
The spination pattern of the raptorial legs, consisting of the 
coxa, the femur (4 discoidal spines and 4 postero-ventral spi-
nes) and the tibia (9-11 postero-ventral spines), is not signifi-
cantly different between the genera Hierodula, Rhombodera 
and Rhombomantis. This anatomical feature can therefore not 
be used to distinguish the three genera from each other.
The hypophallus in the four above-mentioned species (Hierodula 
brachynota syn. nov. of Rhombomantis fusca (D-I), Rhomboman-
tis butleri (D-II), Rhombomantis fusca (D-III) and Rhombomantis 
woodmasoni (D-IV)) is structurally very similar, and is barely 
comparable to those of the genera Hierodula and Rhombodera.

The genera Hierodula Burmeister, 1838 and Rhombodera Burm-
eister, 1838 can be distinguished by the shape of their pronotum. 
The latter is divided by the supracoxal dilatation into an upper 
and lower part, the prozona and the metazona, respectively.
In the genus Hierodula (B-I), the supracoxal dilatation of the 
pronotum has no significant lamellar extension and is clearly 
visible due to the distinct cranial and caudal narrowing of the 
prozona and the metazona, respectively.
In the genus Rhombodera (B-II, III), the supracoxal dilatation 
of the pronotum exibits a significant lamellar extension of the 
prozona and the metazona and is therefore not as pronounced 
as in the genus Hierodula. The lamellar extension stretches 
from the metazona to the basis of the pronotum. The shape of 
the pronotum can be elongated (B-II) or round (B-III).
However, to ensure the distinction between the genera Hiero-
dula, Rhombodera and Rhombomantis a revisional work based 
on morphological investigation, combined with molecular 
analysis is needed.

Rhombomantis butleri (W.-Mason, 1878) comb. nov. Fig. 53
Hierodula (Rhombodera) butleri Wood-Mason, 1878b: 580-581 (male and 

female), pl. 36, fig. 3, 3a-3b (female).
=	 Rhombodera butleri. In: Westwood 1889: 11, 27, 33.
=	 Rhombodera butleri. In: Kirby 1904b: 248.
=	 Hierodula (Rhombodera) butleri. In: Giglio-Tos 1912b: 107. 
=	 Hierodula (Rhombodera) butleri. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 438, 453-454. 
=	 Rhombodera butleri. In: Werner 1931: 1331-1332 (female). 
=	 Hierodula (Rhombodera) butleri. In: Beier 1935: 86. 
=	 Rhombodera butleri. In: Ramsay 1990: 41. 
=	 Rhombodera butleri. In: Lombardo 1992: 100, fig. 7 (male).
=	 Rhombodera butleri. In: Lombardo 1993: 200-202, fig. 6b, 7b, 8b, 9b 

(male) (err. descr. buthleri).
=	 Hierodula (Rhombodera) butleri. In: Mukherjee & Hazra 1993: 490, 503, 508. 
=	 Hierodula (Rhombodera) butleri. In: Mukherjee, Hazra & Ghosh 1995: 

201, 296, 297. 

=	 Hierodula (Rhombodera) butleri. In: Chaturvedi & Hegde 2000: 296. 
=	 Rhombodera butleri. In: Ehrmann 2002: 306-307. 
=	 Hierodula (Rhombodera) butleri. In: Ghate & Ranade 2002: 351.
=	 Rhombodera butleri. In: Otte & Spearman 2005: 267. 
=	 Rhombodera butleri. In: Vyjayandi 2007: 91.
=	 Rhombodera butleri. In: Koçak & Kemal 2008: 46 (#2498).
=	 Rhombodera butleri. In: Mukherjee, Ehrmann & Chatterjee 2014: 40.

Size: Large to very-large (body length in mm: male 70-80, 
female 72-82).
Type material: Holotype male, Allotype female, India-NE: 
Assam, Naga Hills, near Samaguting, NZSI ?. 
Distribution: India, Nepal.
Records: DBUC ?: Nepal: Rapti Tal Monahari Khola, Bel-
wa 350 m, leg. W.Dierl, W.Forster & W.Schacht, 11.V.1967 
(male); SMNK: Nepal: Rapti Tal, Monahari, Khola, Belwa 
350 m, leg. Dierl, Forster, Schacht, 12.V.1967 (male #08004); 
ZSM: Rhombodera butleri: Nepal: Rapti Tal, Monahari, 
Khola, Belwa 350 m, leg. W.Dierl, W.Forster & W.Schacht, 
11.V.1967 (male).

Rhombomantis fusca (Lombardo, 1992) comb. nov. 
(not in Nepal) Fig. 54
Rhombodera fusca Lombardo, 1992: 97-100, fig. male 1, 5, 6, female 2, 3, 4. 
=	 Rhombodera fusca. In: Ehrmann 2002: 307. 
=	 Rhombodera fusca. In: Otte & Spearman 2005: 268. 
=	 Rhombodera fusca. In: Koçak & Kemal 2008: 46 (#2505). 
=	 Hierodula brachynota Wang & Dong, 1993: 205, 207, fig. 3 (female) (syn. 

nov. Ehrmann & Borer)
=	 Rhombodera brachynota. In: Ehrmann 2002: 306. 
=	 Rhombodera brachynota. In: Otte & Spearman 2005: 267.
=	 Hierodula brachynota. In: Koçak & Kemal 2008: 46 (#2500).
=	 Hierodula brachynota. In: Zhu Xiao-Yu. et al. 2012: 246, 2 fig. (female). 

Size: Large (body length in mm: male 50-55, female 60-65).
Type material: Holotype male, Allotype female, Thailand-N: 
Prov. Chiang Mai-Samoeng, Maetaeng, DBUC; 
Synonym: H. brachynota: Holotype female, China-SW: Prov. 
Yunnan, Lincang, IEAS. 
Distribution: China, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand.
Records: MNHN: Vietnam: breeding, A.Bauduin & C.
Bauduin, 2007 (male, female and 2 oothecae); SMNK: Thai-
land-NW: Prov. Chiang Mai, Chiang Mai, 18.47N-98.59E, leg. 
C.Mignard, 18.X.1998 (male #08207); Thailand-W: Prov. Tak, 
Larn Sang, 16.45N-99.0E, dry evergreen forest with bamboo; 
night collecting, (Nr.56), leg. S.Ingrisch, 14.IV.1994 (female 
#08208); Laos-S: Plateau des Bolovens, 5 km W von Ban 
Nongmek, 15.09N-105.55E, 20 km E Pakse, 520 m, leg. 
S.Löffler, 01.-12.V.2003 (female #08209); Myanmar-SE: 
Prov. Kawthule, Dawna Range (Kokarit Mt. 2000 m), 16.50N-
98.15E, leg. H.Lehmann, IV.1990 (female #08210); ZSM: 
Thailand-NW: Prov. Chiang Mai, 18.47N-98.59E, Umgeb. 
Doi Pui, leg. H.Lehmann, III.1987 (male and female).

Remarks: Wang & Dong (1993) described the species 
brachynota from Yunnan, China, and classified it in the ge-
nus Hierodula. With the aid of Dr. Chao Wu (Chinese Acad-
emy of Science, Institute of Zoology, Beijing, China  =	
IZCAS), the authors examined Hierodula brachynota and 
realised the equality with Rhombomantis fusca. Consequently, 
Hierodula brachynota = Rhombomantis fusca syn. nov.
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Figure B: Male pronota with indication of lengh, dorsal view: I) Hierodula membranacea (28 mm) (NMB), II) Rhombodera fratricida (28 mm) (SMNK), 
III) Rhombodera tectiformis (19 mm) (NMB). Photos by R. Ehrmann.

Sceptuchus Hebard, 1920
Sceptuchus Hebard, 1920: 27-28.
=	 Septuchus (err. descr.). In: Tinkham 1937a: 489, pl. 16, fig. 6 (male), fig. 

7 (female).

Type generis: Sceptuchus simplex Hebard, 1920: 28-29 (male), 
pl. 1, fig. 5-6 (male) (Singapore).

Sceptuchus baehri Lombardo, 1993 Fig. 56
Sceptuchus baehri Lombardo, 1993: 195-196, fig. 2a-2c.
=	 Sceptuchus baehri. In: Ehrmann 2002: 315.
=	 Sceptuchus baehri. In: Otte & Spearman 2005: 119.

Size: Small (body length in mm: male 18, female unknown).
Type material: Holotype male, Nepal: Rapti Tal Jhawani 200 
m, leg. W.Dierl, W.Forster & W.Schacht, 16.V.1967, ZSM, 
Paratype male, Nepal: Rapti Tal, Monahari Khola, Belwa 350 
m, leg. W.Dierl, W.Forster & W.Schacht, 13.V.1967, DBUC. 

Schizocephala Audinet-Serville, 1831
Schizocephala Audinet-Serville, 1831: 55.

Type generis: Gryllus (Mantis) bicornis Linné, 1758: 426 (#8) 
(female) (India).

Schizocephala bicornis (Linné, 1758) Fig. 57
Gryllus (Mantis) bicornis Linné, 1758: 426 (#8) (female) (India).
=	 Gryllus (Mantis) bicornis. In: Linné 1764: 116.
=	 Mantis bicornis. In: Linné 1767: 691.
=	 Mantis bicornis. In: Gmelin-Linné 1790: 2053.
=	 Schizocephala bicornis. In: Beier 1935: 71. 
=	 Mantis oculata Fabricius, 1781: 348.

Rhombomantis woodmasoni (Werner, 1931) comb. nov. Fig. 55
=	 Hierodula (Rhombodera) woodmasoni Werner, 1931: 1331-1332, pl. 1, 2 

fig. (female). 
=	 Hierodula (Rhombodera) woodmasoni. In: Beier 1935: 86. 
=	 Rhombodera woodmasoni. In: Nadkerny 1965: 78. 
=	 Hierodula woodmasoni. In: Marshall 1975: 327. 
=	 Rhombodera woodmasoni. In: Lombardo 1993: 199-201, fig. 6a, 7a, 8a, 

9a (male).
=	 Hierodula (Rhombodera) woodmasoni. In: Mukherjee, Hazra & Ghosh 

1995: 201, 296, 299.
=	 Rhombodera woodmasoni. In: Ehrmann 2002: 309. 
=	 Rhombodera woodmasoni. In: Otte & Spearman 2005: 270.
=	 Hierodula (Rhombodera) woodmasoni. In: Ghate & Ranade 2002: 350. 
=	 Rhombodera woodmasoni. In: Vyjayandi 2007: 91-94, fig. 156-161, pl. 

IX, fig. 20 (female). 
=	 Rhombodera woodmasoni. In: Koçak & Kemal 2008: 46 (#2527). 
=	 Rhombodera woodmasoni. In: Mukherjee, Ehrmann & Chatterjee 2014: 42. 
=	 Hierodula heterodera Westwood, 1889: 12, 27, 34 (male) (synonymized 

in Mukherjee et al. 2014: 4, 32, 36).

Size: Large (body length in mm: male 67, female 71).
Type material: Holotype female, India-E: Madras, Nilambur, 
Arevacode, BMNH; 
Synonym: H. heterodera: Type male (#Orth: 483), India: 
Bengal, OUMNH [not a synonym of Hierodula tenuidentata 
Saussure, 1869]. 
Distribution: India, Nepal, Malaysia.
Records: DBUC ?: Nepal: Rapti Tal, Monahari, Khola, Belwa 
350 m, leg. W.Dierl, W.Forster & W.Schacht, 06.-10.V.1967 
(male and female) [Rhombodera woodmasoni]; SMNK: Nepal: 
Bahainse Dobhān, 27.29N-85.03E, 1250 m, lux, leg. G.Lebisch 
& H.Probst, 07.-29.VI.1988 (male #08223); Nepal: Mahādevtār, 
27.35N-84.42E, 1300 m, leg. G.Lebisch & H.Probst, 07.-29.
VI.1988 (female #08224); ZSM: Nepal: Rapti Tal, Monahari, 
Khola, Belwa 350 m, leg. W.Dierl, W.Forster & W.Schacht, 06.-
10.V.1967 (male and 2 females) [Rhombodera woodmasoni].
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=	 Mantis oculata. In: Fabricius 1787: 228.
=	 Mantis oculata. In: Stoll 1787: 32-33, 43, pl. 10, fig. 38 (male), pl. 13, 

fig. 53 (male).
=	 Mantis oculata. In: Olivier 1792: 632.
=	 Mantis oculata. In: Fabricius 1793: 19.
=	 Mantis oculata. In: Lichtenstein 1802: 20.
=	 Schizocephala oculata. In: Burmeister 1838: 552.
=	 Mantis (Schizocephala) oculata. In: Blanchard 1840: 13.
=	 Mantis (Schizocephala) oculata. In: Blanchard 1845: 226-227.
=	 Mantis (Schizocephala) oculata. In: Blanchard 1850: 13.
=	 Mantis stricta Olivier, 1792: 641, (#12) (India: Tamil Nadu).
=	 Mantis stricta. In: Stoll 1787: 33, pl. 10, fig. 38 (male).
=	 Schizocephala stricta. In: Audinet-Serville 1831: 56.

Size: Very-large (body length in mm: male 80-100, female 
116-127).
Type material: Holotype female, India, UZIU; 
Synonym: M. oculata: Holotype male, Africa ?, BMNH; 
Synonym: M. stricta: Type male, India: Tamil Nadu, Tranque-
bar, depository unknown.
Distribution: India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Sunda Island.
Records: SMNK: Nepal: Bālāju, 27.44N-85.17E, am Fluß, 
1650 m, leg. G.Lebisch & H.Probst, 07.-29.VI.1988 (male 
#08469); ZSM: Nepal: Katakoti, 2100 m, (#127) [G.Ebert 

& H.Falkner], 13.VI.1964 (female); Nepal: Indrawati Khola 
Saretar, 1700 m, leg. G.Ebert & H.Falkner, 26.IV.1962 (juve-
nile); Nepal: Naula Puz, 1900 m, leg. G.Ebert & H.Falkner, 
28.VI.1962 (2 juveniles).

Statilia Stål, 1877
Statilia Stål, 1877: 36, 55.

Type generis: Pseudomantis nemoralis Saussure, 1870: 228-
229 (female) (Philippines).

Statilia maculata (Thunberg, 1784) Fig. 58
Mantis maculata Thunberg, 1784: 61-62.
=	 Mantis maculata. In: Olivier 1792: 634.
=	 Mantis maculata. In: Thunberg 1815: 291.
=	 Mantis (Mantis) maculata. In: De Haan 1842: 77, pl. 18, fig. 5 (female).
=	 Pseudomantis maculata. In: Saussure 1871a: 37.
=	 Statilia maculata maculata. In: Beier 1935: 92.
=	 Statilia maculata. In: Joshi & Manandhar 2001: 37.
=	 Statilia maculata. In: Ingrisch 1987: 32.
=	 Pseudomantis haanii Saussure, 1871b: 37, 276-277 (synonymized by Gig

lio-Tos 1927: 410-411).
=	 Pseudomantis haanii. In: Saussure 1872a: 24-25.

Figure C: Male pronota with indication of lengh, dorsal view: I) Hierodula brachynota syn. nov. of Rhombomantis fusca (16 mm) (IZCAS), II) Rhombo-
mantis butleri (15,3 mm) (SMNK #08004), III) Rhombomantis fusca (15,9 mm) (SMNK #08207) and IV) Rhombomantis woodmasoni (15,8 mm) (SMNK 
#08223). Photos by R. Ehrmann.

Figure D: Hypophallus ventral: I) Hierodula brachynota syn. nov. of Rhombomantis fusca; II) Rhombomantis butleri; III) Rhombomantis fusca; IV) Rhom-
bomantis woodmasoni. Illustrations adapted from Dr. Chao Wu (I), Lombardo 1992 (III) and Lombardo 1993 (I, II, III and IV).
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=	 Pseudomantis haanii. In: Westwood 1889: 13.
=	 Pseudomantis haanii. In: Brunner de Wattenwyl 1893: 66.
=	 Statilia haanii. In: Giglio-Tos 1912: 6-8.
=	 Statilia maculata var. hyalina Giglio-Tos, 1927: 410-411 (synonymized 

by Ehrmann 2002: 333-334).
=	 Statilia maculata var. hyalina. In: Beier 1935: 92.
=	 Statilia maculata var. hyalina. In: Ehrmann 2002: 334. 
=	 Statilia haani var. major Werner, 1922b: 154 (Philippines) (synonymized 

by Beier 1935: 92).
=	 Statilia maculata continentalis Werner, 1935: 495-496 (synonymized in 

Mukherjee et al. 2014: 3, 38).
=	 Statilia maculata continentalis. In: Ehrmann 2002: 334.

Size: Medium-sized to large (body length in mm: male 38-62, 
female 39-57).
Type material: Holotype male, Japan, UZIU; 
Synonym: P. haanii: Syntypes 2 males, Java, MHNG; 
Synonym: St. m. var. hyalina: Holotype male ?, Japan, MRSN; 
Synonym: St. m. continentalis: Holotype male and female, 
India: Dehra Dun, BMNH; 
Synonym: St. h. var. major: Type 2 males and 2 females, Phil-
ippines: Luzon, Los Banos, MIZT.
Distribution: Borneo, China, India, Japan, Java, Labuan, Laos, 
Myanmar, Malayasia, Maluku Islands, Nepal, New Guinea, 
Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Sumatra, Thailand, Vietnam.
Records: SMNK: Nepal: Terai, R. Chitwan N.-Park, Gaida 
Camp, 27.35N-84.30E, leg. S.Ingrisch, 28.-29.X.1983 (male 
#10002); ZSM: Nepal: Rapti Tal, Jhawani, 200 m, leg. W.Dierl, 
W.Forster & W.Schacht, 17.V.1967 (male).

Statilia nemoralis (Saussure, 1870) Fig. 59
Pseudomantis nemoralis Saussure, 1870: 228-229 (female) (Philippines).
=	 Pseudomantis nemoralis. In: Saussure 1871a: 35-36, pl. 4, fig. 8 (female), 

pl. 5, fig. 33 (male).
=	 Pseudomantis nemoralis. In: Saussure 1871b: 275-276 (female).
=	 Statilia nemoralis. In: Beier 1935: 92.
=	 Statilia nemoralis. In: Koblik Ye. A. et al. 2000: 12.
=	 Statilia nemoralis. In: Ehrmann 2002: 334.
=	 Statilia nemoralis var. infuscata Giglio-Tos, 1927: 411 (synonymized by 

Ehrmann 2002: 334).
=	 Mantis orientalis Saussure, 1870: 233 (male) (synonymized by Giglio-Tos 

1927: 411).
=	 Mantis nobilis Brunner de Wattenwyl, 1893: 70, pl. II, fig. 23a-23b. 
=	 Mantis nobilis. In: Beier 1935: 92.
=	 Mantis nobilis. In: Beier 1942: 142.
=	 Mantis nobilis. In: Mathur 1946: 101.
=	 Mantis nobilis. In: Roonwal & Bhasin 1951: 317.
=	 Mantis nobilis. In: Roy 1967: 127, 148.
=	 Mantis nobilis. In: Roy 1968: 175 (new synonymized).
=	 Mantis nobilis. In: Naeem & Yousuf 1996: 284.
=	 Mantis nobilis. In: Mukherjee & Shishodia 2000: 65.
=	 Mantis nobilis. In: Naeem & Yousuf 2000: 113.
=	 Mantis nobilis. In: Vyjayandi 2007: 95, pl. IX, fig. 21.
=	 Mantis indica Mukherjee, 1995: 185, 201, 300-301, 357, fig. 119-121 (female). 
=	 Mantis indica. In: Roy 1999: 163.
=	 Mantis indica. In: Mukherjee & Shishodia 2000: 65.
=	 Mantis indica. In: Ehrmann 2002: 215.
=	 Mantis indica. In: Mukherjee Das & Hazra 2005: 147.
=	 Mantis indica. In: Otte & Spearman 2005: 185.
=	 Mantis indica. In: Vyjayandi 2007: 95.
=	 Mantis indica. In: Berg, Schwarz & Mehl 2011: 44.
=	 Mantis indica. In: Ghate, Jadhav, Sureshan & Sharma 2012: 22.
=	 Mantis indica. In: Chatterjee & Mukherjee 2013: 4907-4909, fig. 1-6 

(new synonymized).

Size: Medium-sized (body length in mm: male 37-45, female 
45-50).
Type material: Holotype female, Philippines: Luzon, Manila, 
MNHN; 

Synonym: M. orientalis: Holotype male, India orientalis, de-
pository unknown; 
Synonym: St. n. var. infuscata: Holotype male ?, Annam, Bor-
neo, Sumatra, MRSN; 
Synonym: M. nobilis: Type female, Myanmar, depository unknown; 
Synonym: M. indica: Holotype female (#8639/H5), India: 
Bihar, Himachal, Pradesh-Chail, Allotype male (#8640/H5), 
Solan: Renuka Lake, NZSI.
Distribution: Borneo, Myanmar, China: Shanghai, India, 
Japan, Java, Korea, Malayasia, Nepal, Penang, Philippines, 
Sumatra, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam.
Records: SMNK: Nepal: Modi Khola-Tal, bei Thak, 
28.17N-84.5E, 900 m, leg. S.Ingrisch, 14.X.1983 (male #05114). 

Tenodera Burmeister, 1838
Mantis (Tenodera) Burmeister, 1838: 534.
=	 Paratenodera Rehn, 1903: 705.
=	 Tenodera (Paratenodera). In: Shiraki 1932: 116.
=	 Tenodera (Tenoderopsis). In: Werner 1928: 19-20.

Type generis: Mantis fasciata Olivier, 1792: 640 (#6) (male) 
(Surinam - err.).

Tenodera aridifolia (Stoll, 1813) Fig. 60
Mantis aridifolia Stoll, 1813: 65, pl. 22, fig. 82.
=	 Mantis aridifolia. In: Audinet-Serville 1839: 178-179 (male).
=	 Paratenodera aridifolia. In: Rehn 1903: 705.
=	 Paratenodera aridifolia. In: Rehn 1909: 180.
=	 Tenodera aridifolia. In: Giglio-Tos 1927: 415.
=	 Tenodera aridifolia aridifolia. In: Beier 1935: 93.
=	 Tenodera aridifolia sinensis Saussure, 1871d: 417.
=	 Tenodera aridifolia sinensis. In: Beier 1933: 328-329 (male and female) 

(China).
=	 Tenodera aridifolia brevicollis Beier, 1933: 329-330 (synonymized by 

Ehrmann 2002: 349).
=	 Tenodera aridifolia brevicollis. In: Beier 1935: 93.
=	 Mantis chloreudeta Burmeister, 1838: 535 (Java, Ostindia) (synonymized 

by Giglio-Tos 1912: 37).
=	 Mantis chloreudeta. In: Saussure 1869: 69.
=	 Mantis japonica Saussure, 1869: 69.
=	 Mantis japonica. In: Saussure 1871a: 90-91.
=	 Mantis japonica. In: Saussure 1871c: 238.
=	 Mantis mandarinea Saussure, 1871b: 289-290, pl. 7, fig. 61.

Size: Large to very-large (body length in mm: male 67-73, 
female 70-84).
Type material: Holotype male, India-E, ZMUH; 
Synonym: M. japonica: Holotype male, Japan, ZMUH and 
Paratype female, Japan, depository unknown; 
Synonym: M. mandarinea: Type male, China-W: Prov. Zhe-
jiang, Ningbo, RMNH; 
Synonym: T. a. brevicollis: Type male and female, China, SDEI.
Distribution: China, Flores Island, India, Japan, Java, Penang, 
Perak, Lombok, Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines (Palawan), Sa-
rawak, Sulawesi, Sumatra, Sumba, Taiwan, Thailand.
Records: NME: Nepal: Annapurna around, Bagarchap, 2000 m 
NN, leg. M.Hartmann, 18.IX.1992 (male); Nepal: Prov. Naraya-
ni Sauraha, Rapti River Ufer, 27°34’80’’N-84°29’49’’E, 1800 
m NN, LF, leg. A.Weigel, 18.IV.2000, (male); Nepal: Annapur-
na Region, Umg. Tal Hochebene, 1700 m NN, leg. A.Weigel, 
20.IX.1992 (male); SMNK: Nepal: Lamjung Himal, between 
Baglungpani and Nalma, 28.13N-84.20E, 1000-1500 m, leg. 
S.Ingrisch, 22.X.1983. (male #10785 and female #10786).
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Tenodera fasciata (Olivier, 1792) Fig. 61
Mantis fasciata Olivier, 1792: 640 (#6) (Surinam (err.)).
=	 Thespis fasciata. In: Audinet-Serville 1831: 46, 55 (Surinam (err.)). 
=	 Mantis (Tenodera) fasciata. In: Burmeister 1838: 534-535 (Amboina, Java, 

Tranquebar).
=	 Mesopteryx fasciata. In: Kirby 1904b: 238. 
=	 Tenodera fasciata. In: Giglio-Tos 1912: 45-46.
=	 Mantis leptelytra Lichtenstein, 1802: 20 (Surinam (err.)). 
=	 Mantis attenuata Stoll, 1813: 13, pl. 5, fig. 16 (male) (Surinam (err.)). 
=	 Tenodera attenuata. In: Hebard 1920: 51 (male) (Java).
=	 Tenodera attenuata. In: Werner 1922b: 152. 
=	 Mantis exsiccate Audinet-Serville, 1839: 176 (Java).  
=	 Tenodera intermedia Saussure, 1870: 233.

Size: Large to very-large (body length in mm: male 76-90, 
female 90-105).
Type material: Holotype male, Surinam (err.), MNHN; 
Synonym: M. leptelytra: Holotype male, Surinam (err.), de-
pository unknown; 
Synonym: M. attenuata: Holotype male, Allotype female, 
Indonesien: Moluccas, depository unknown; 
Synonym: M. exsiccate: Holotype female, Java, BAUT ?, 
Audinet-Serville coll., MNHN; 
Synonym: T. intermedia: Holotype female, New Zealand, de-
pository unknown. 
Distribution: Borneo, Sulawesi-S, China, Flores, India, Java, 
Malayasia, Myanmar, Nepal, New Zealand ?, Perak, Philippi-
nes, Palawan, Sri Lanka, Sumba, Thailand. 
Records: SMNK: Nepal: Modi Khola-Tal, bei Thak, 
28.17N-84.5E, 900 m, leg. S.Ingrisch, 14.X.1983 (male #10787).

Tenodera sinensis Saussure, 1871 Fig. 62
Tenodera aridifolia var. sinensis Saussure, 1871d: 417 (female).
=	 Tenodera aridifolia var. sinensis. In: Saussure 1871b: 294, pl. 7, fig. 62 

(female). 
=	 Tenodera aridifolia sinensis. In: Shiraki 1932: 117.
=	 Tenodera aridifolia sinensis. In: Tinkham 1937b: 557-558.
=	 Tenodera aridifolia sinensis. In: Bazyluk 1977: 128.
=	 Tenodera aridifolia sinensis. In: Bruins 1999: 100, 1 fig.. 
=	 Mantis (Mantis) chloreudeta De Haan, 1842 (nec Burmeister): 72-73 (male 

and female). 
=	 Mantis mandarinea Saussure, 1871b: 289-290, pl. 7, fig. 61 (male). 
=	 Paratenodera aridifolia var. sinensis (Saussure, 1871). In: Shiraki 1911: 

322-324. 
=	 Paratenodera sinensis. In: Rehn 1903: 705-706. 
=	 Paratenodera sinensis. In: Rehn-Smith 1910: 177. 
=	 Paratenodera sinensis. In: Laurent 1913: 431. 
=	 Paratenodera sinensis. In: Karny 1915: 63, 105.
=	 Paratenodera sinensis. In: Leone 1947a: 64, 65, 68.
=	 Paratenodera sinensis. In: Leone 1947b: 418, 429.

Size: Large to very-large (body length in mm: male 83-85, 
female 76-85).
Type material: Holotype female, location not known, MHNG; 
Synonym: M. (M.) chloreudeta: Type male and female, Japan, 
RMNH; 
Synonym: M. mandarinea: Type male, China, RMNH. 
Distribution: China, Japan, Micronesia, Thailand, in North 
America and Canada introduced.
Records: SMNK: Nepal-NW: Lali, 29°38’13’’N-80°26’46’’E, 
on a small river with no name, 1230 m, leg. local collectors, 
ded. Dr.G.Khatiwandara, 18.VI.1989 (female #12580).

Discussion:

The authors are aware that the presented checklist may be 
incomplete. The Himalaya Mountains form a natural barrier 
to China in the north and therefore a dispersion of Mantodea 
from the north by wind and animal or human activities can be 
excluded (Beier 1939, Werner 1909). The immigration of new 
species from the five neighbouring states of India is, however, 
very likely and possible at any time.
The enormous altitude range in Nepal (the lowest point about 
65 m a.s.l. located in the south and the highest point at 8848 m 
a.s.l., Mount Everest, in the north), the particular topography 
and the presence of a rainy and dry season create many different 
ecological niches and very heterogeneous types of vegetation. The 
latter range from the very humid forests of the Ganges Plain, in 
the south, to the mountain deserts of the Tibetan Plateau, in the 
north. With a targeted collection in habitats that are suitable for 
Mantodea, the checklist can surely be extended by several species.
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Table 1: Alphabetical listing of genera and higher taxonomic groups up to families. The total number of each taxonomic group is given in the bottom line. 
Classification by Ehrmann & Roy in Ehrmann (2002) and Roy (2014).

genus taxon family subfamily tribe 

Acromantis Saussure, 1870 (2) Hymenopodidae Giglio-Tos, 1915 Acromantinae Br. de Wattenwyl, 1893 ./.

Amantis Giglio-Tos, 1915 (1) Amelidae Westwood, 1889 Amelinae Westwood, 1889 Amelini Westwood, 1889

Ambivia Stål, 1877 (1) Mantidae Latreille, 1802 Angelinae Beier, 1935 Ambiviini Giglio-Tos, 1919

Amorphoscelis Stål, 1871 (1) Amorphoscelidae Stål, 1877 Amorphoscelinae Stål, 1877 ./.

Bolivaria Stål, 1877 (1) Mantidae Latreille, 1802 Solygiinae Giglio-Tos, 1919 Solygiini Giglio-Tos, 1919

Creobroter Audinet-Serville, 1839 (3) Hymenopodidae Giglio-Tos, 1915 Hymenopodinae Giglio-Tos, 1915 Hymenopodini Giglio-Tos, 1915

Deiphobe Stål, 1877 (4) Mantidae Latreille, 1802 Solygiinae Giglio-Tos, 1919 Solygiini Giglio-Tos, 1919

Didymocorypha Wood-Mason, 1877 (1) Tarachodidae Giglio-Tos, 1917 Iridinae Westwood, 1889 ./.

Empusa Illiger, 1798 (1) Empusidae Burmeister, 1838 Empusinae Burmeister, 1838 Empusini Burmeister, 1838

Eomantis Giglio-Tos, 1915 (1) Iridopterygidae Giglio-Tos, 1915 Tropidomantinae Giglio-Tos, 1915 Tropidomantini Beier, 1964

Ephestiasula Giglio-Tos, 1915 (2) Hymenopodidae Giglio-Tos, 1915 Acromantinae Br. de Wattenwyl, 1893 ./.

Gongylus Thunberg, 1815 (1) Empusidae Burmeister, 1838 Empusinae Burmeister, 1838 Empusini Burmeister, 1838

Gonypetyllis Wood-Mason, 1891 (1) Amelidae Westwood, 1889 Amelinae Westwood, 1889 Gonypetini Westwood, 1889

Heliomantis Giglio-Tos, 1915 (1) Hymenopodidae Giglio-Tos, 1915 Acromantinae Br. de Wattenwyl, 1893 ./.

Hestiasula Saussure, 1871 (1) Hymenopodidae Giglio-Tos, 1915 Acromantinae Br. de Wattenwyl, 1893 Hestiasulini Giglio-Tos, 1915

Hierodula Burmeister, 1838 (6) Mantidae Latreille, 1802 Hierodulinae Br. de Wattenwyl, 1893 Hierodulini Br. de Wattenw., 1893

Humbertiella Saussure, 1869 (3) Liturgusidae Giglio-Tos, 1915 Liturgusinae Giglio-Tos, 1915 Humbertiellini Br.de Watten.,1893

Iris Saussure, 1869 (1) Tarachodidae Giglio-Tos, 1917 Iridinae Westwood, 1889 ./.

Leptomantella Uvarov, 1940 (1) Tarachodidae Giglio-Tos, 1917 Caliridinae Giglio-Tos, 1915 ./.

Mantis Linné, 1758 (2) Mantidae Latreille, 1802 Mantinae Latreille, 1802 Mantini Latreille, 1802

Memantis Giglio-Tos, 1915 (3) Amelidae Westwood, 1889 Amelinae Westwood, 1889 Amelini Westwood, 1889

Mesopteryx Saussure, 1870 (1) Mantidae Latreille, 1802 Mantinae Latreille, 1802 Mantini Latreille, 1802

Rhombodera Burmeister, 1838 (1) Mantidae Latreille, 1802 Mantinae Latreille, 1802 Paramantini Roy, 1973

Rhombomantis Kaltenbach, 2005 (2) Mantidae Latreille, 1802 Hierodulinae Br. de Wattenwyl, 1893 Hierodulini Br.de Wattenwyl,1893

Sceptuchus Hebard, 1920 (1) Iridopterygidae Giglio-Tos, 1915 Nanomantinae Ehrmann & Roy, 2002 Nanomantini Ehrm. & Roy, 2002

Schizocephala Audinet-Serv., 1831 (1) Mantidae Latreille, 1802 Schizocephalinae Saussure, 1869 ./.

Statilia Stål, 1877 (2) Mantidae Latreille, 1802 Mantinae Latreille, 1802 Mantini Latreille, 1802

Tenodera Burmeister, 1838 (3) Mantidae Latreille, 1802 Mantinae Latreille, 1802 Tenoderini Br. de Wattenw., 1893

28 49 8 15 13

Figure 1: Acromantis grandis Beier, 1930 (male, 28 mm) (ZSM) - Nepal. 
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Figure 2: Amantis bolivarii Giglio-Tos, 1915 (male, 17 mm) (SMNK-05720) - Nepal.

Figure 3: Amantis bolivarii Giglio-Tos, 1915 (female, 19 mm) (SMNK-11908) - Nepal.

Figure 4: Ambivia undata (Fabricius, 1793) (female, 44 mm) (SMNK-00333) - Nepal.
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Figure 7: Creobroter apicalis Saussure, 1869 (male, 25 mm) (SMNK-01756) - Nepal.

Figure 5: Amorphoscelis annulicornis Stål, 1871 (male, 18 mm) (ZSM) - Nepal.

Figure 6: Bolivaria xanthoptera (Olivier, 1792) (female, 40 mm) (SMNK-12583) - Iran. 
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Figure 8: Creobroter apicalis Saussure, 1869 (female, 28 mm) (ZSM) - Nepal. 

Figure 9: Creobroter gemmatus (Stoll, 1813) (male, 26 mm) (SMNK-01758) - Nepal.

Figure 10: Creobroter gemmatus (Stoll, 1813) (female, 38 mm) (SMNK-01759) - Nepal. 
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Figure 11: Creobroter urbanus (Fabricius, 1775) (female, 30 mm) (SMNK-01757) - Nepal.

Figure 12: Deiphobe brunneri (Saussure, 1871) (male, 70 mm) (SMNK-02234) - Nepal.

Figure 13: Deiphobe incisa Werner, 1933 (male, 88 mm) (SMNK-02230) - Nepal. 
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Figure 15: Deiphobe mesomelas (Olivier, 1792) (female, 60 mm) (SMNK-02235) - Nepal. 

Figure 16: Didymocorypha lanceolata (Fabricius, 1798) (male, 30 mm) (SMNK-02329) - Nepal.

Figure 14: Deiphobe infuscata (Saussure, 1871) (male, 58 mm) (NMB) - Nepal. 
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Figure 19: Empusa pauperata (Fabricius, 1781) (female, 55 mm) (SMNK-02608) - Nepal.

Figure 17-18: Empusa pauperata (Fabricius, 1781) (male, 50 mm) (SMNK-02607) - Nepal.
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Figure 21: Ephestiasula obscura (Lombardo, 1995) (female, 27 mm) (SMNK-06689) - Nepal.

Figure 20: Eomantis guttatipennis (Stål, 1877) (female, 26 mm) (SMNK-12585) - Nepal.
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Figure 23-24: Ephestiasula pictipes (Wood-Mason, 1879) (female, 19 mm) (SMNK-03628) - Nepal.

Figure 22: Ephestiasula pictipes (Wood-Mason, 1879) (male, 17 mm) (SMNK-02736) - Nepal.
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Figure 25: Gongylus gongylodes (Linné, 1758) (male, 68 mm) (SMNK-03340) - Nepal.

Figure 26: Gongylus gongylodes (Linné, 1758) (female, 78 mm) (SMNK-03341) - Nepal.
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Figure 28: Heliomantis elegans (Navás, 1904) (female, 54 mm) (SMNK-03625) - Nepal. 

Figure 29: Hestiasula brunneriana Saussure, 1871 (female, 26 mm) (SMNK-12463) - Nepal. 

Figure 27: Gonypetyllis semuncialis W.-Mason, 1891 (male, 11 mm) (ZSM) - Nepal. 
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Figure 30: Hestiasula brunneriana Saussure, 1871 (female, 29 mm) (SMNK-03689) - Sri Lanka. 

Figure 31: Hierodula coarctata Saussure, 1869 (male, 42 mm) (SMNK-03845) - Nepal.
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Figure 32: Hierodula membranacea Burmeister, 1838 (female, 80 mm) (SMNK-03848) - Nepal.

Figure 33: Hierodula patellifera (Audinet-Serville, 1839) (female, 55 mm) (SMNK-12587) - Nepal.
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Figure 34: Hierodula tenuidentata Saussure, 1869 (female, 60 mm) (SMNK-03844) - Nepal.

Figure 35: Hierodula transcaucasica Br.de Wattenw., 1878 (female, 55 mm) (SMNK-03849) - Nepal. 
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Figure 36: Hierodula unimaculata (Olivier, 1792) (male, 53 mm) (SMNK-11907) - Nepal.

Figure 37: Humbertiella ceylonica Saussure, 1869 (male, 34 mm) (ZSM) - Nepal.
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Figure 38: Humbertiella ceylonica Saussure, 1869 (female, 37 mm) (SMNS) - Sri Lanka.

Figure 39: Humbertiella indica Saussure, 1869 (male, 27 mm) (ZMHB) - Nepal. 
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Figure 40: Humbertiella indica Saussure, 1869 (female, 42 mm) (ZMHB) - India. 

Figure 41: Humbertiella similis Giglio-Tos, 1917 (male, 26 mm) (HT) (ZMHB) - Nepal.
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Figure 42: Humbertiella similis Giglio-Tos, 1917 (female, 30 mm) (AT) (ZMHB) - Sri Lanka.

Figure 43: Iris orientalis Wood-Mason, 1882 (male, 30 mm) (SMNK-04723) - Nepal.
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Figure 44: Iris orientalis Wood-Mason, 1882 (female, 40 mm) (SMNK-04724) - Nepal.

Figure 45: Leptomantella indica (Giglio-Tos, 1915) (male, 35 mm) (SMNK-04812) - Nepal.
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Figure 46: Mantis religiosa religiosa Linné, 1758 (male, 55 mm) (SMNK-05113) - Nepal.

Figure 47: Mantis religiosa inornata Werner, 1930 (male, 43 mm) (SMNK-12590) - Nepal.
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Figure 48: Memantis anomala Lombardo, 1993 (female, 24 mm) (SMNK-12464) - Nepal. 

Figure 49: Memantis fuliginosa (Thunberg, 1815) (male, 23 mm) (ZSM) - Nepal.
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Figure 50: Memantis fuliginosa (Thunberg, 1815) (female, 20 mm) (SMNK-05721) - Nepal.

Figure 51: Mesopteryx platycephala (Stål, 1877) (male, 95 mm) (SMNK-05723) - Nepal.

Figure 55: Rhombomantis woodmasoni (Werner, 1931) comb. nov., (fe-
male, 72 mm) (SMNK-08224)-Nepal.
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Figure 52: Rhombodera tectiformis Saussure, 1870 (female, 78 mm) (SMNK-08221) - Nepal.

Figure 54: Rhombomantis fusca (Lombardo, 1992) comb. nov., (female, 68 mm) (SMNK-08208) - Thailand. 

Figure 53: Rhombomantis butleri (Wood-Mason, 1878) comb. nov., (male, 60 mm) (SMNK-08004) - Nepal. 
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Figure 55: Rhombomantis woodmasoni (Werner, 1931) comb. nov., (female, 72 mm) (SMNK-08224) - Nepal.

Figure 56: Sceptuchus spec. (male, 22 mm) (SMNK-11527) - Laos. Figure 57: Schizocephala bicornis (Linné, 1758) (male, 100 mm) (SMNK-
08469) - Nepal.
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Figure 60: Tenodera aridifolia (Stoll, 1813) (female, 74 mm) (SMNK-10786) - Nepal.

Figure 59: Statilia nemoralis (Saussure, 1870) (male, 45 mm) (SMNK-05114) - Nepal.

Figure 58: Statilia maculata (Thunberg, 1784) (male, 40 mm) (SMNK-10002) - Nepal.
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Figure 61: Tenodera fasciata (Olivier, 1792) (male, 76 mm) (SMNK-10787) - Nepal.

Figure 62: Tenodera sinensis Saussure, 1871 (female, 78 mm) (SMNK-12580) - Nepal. 
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